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STATEMENT OF Maria Grace Linke 

1. My name is Maria Grace Linke. 

2. I am forty four years old, and I have been married to Colin for twenty years. I 

have lived in the district all my life, and I have lived on this farm with Colin all 

our married life. 

3. We live on our farm with our four children, our eldest daughter is seventeen 

years old, we have two boys aged fifteen and twelve, and our youngest daughter 

is eight years old. 

4. Our farm address is at 2647 Greens Lane, Hawkesdale, 3287, Victoria. My 

phone number is 1 

5. Our home is located about 5km from the nearest wind turbine from the 

Macarthur wind facility, to the west of us. There are 140 Vestas V 112 wind 

turbines. We cannot see any turbines from our home or in our garden. 

6. On the 15th September, 2012 I went on an oversees holiday with my son. At the 

time I left to go away, there were no turbines operating (turning). We returned 

home on 1st October 2012. 

7. Since returning home, unfortunately, I have been having a variety of new and 

distressing symptoms and sensations, and difficulties sleeping, which occur when 

the wind turbines are turning. At the time of our return home, about 15 turbines 

had started turning and they were not the ones nearest to our home. They were 

more like 6 or 7 km from our house. 

8. From 2nd October 2012, I started feeling pressure in my ears, they felt full, 

blocked, I would have to hold my breath to pop the ears to hear. I felt restless, 

tossing and turning, could not relax and fall asleep, my husband too had trouble 



2 

getting to sleep. After being away in China for 16 days, I longed for my own bed. 

I had never had any sleep issues before my trip. 

9. hlitially my symptoms were ear pressure, sense of fullness, sensitivity and 

ringing and buzzing in my ears. However on the 25th October, 2012 after a night 

of tossing and turning, at about Sam I was lying in bed, my heart beat quickened 

and a tingling sensation started from my toes going up through the rest of my 

body. Like a rippling effect sending a vibration through me. 

10. The weather conditions were mild sunny days with wind in the west to north west 

directions. On the 8th November, 2012 I noted the weather was mild, sunny 

westerly winds. At 10 pm, I was lying in bed with my ears ringing, buzzing, I felt 

a tingling sensation in my feet and lower legs. I also felt apprehensive, restless, 

chest beating fast. Then on the 9th November, with cool westerly winds, at lOam 

inside my home, I felt my ears buzzing, pressure, chest tight, heart beat increase 

rapidly, and what felt like vibration. 

11. On 18th November, 2012 the weather was cool, with very little wind. The noise 

was thundering, roaring, and I did not sleep well. 

12. On 20th November, 2012 Colin (husband) does not sleep. 

13. On 21st November, 2012, I wake at 2.10am tossed and turned, unable to get to 

sleep. I get up at 3.20am, ears buzzing, ringing, go downstairs and open the back 

door and can hear a thundering noise in the distance. No wind, very calm, but 

fresh, cool. Sit up til 4.25am, back to bed but cannot sleep, toss and turn. Get up 

at 6.30am, very tired and grumpy. 
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14. On 22nd November, there were cool westerly winds. My ears were buzzing lying 

in bed, I had a restless night, slept sporadically. I had to go to Warrnambool with 

my son, and nearly fall asleep at wheel on way home - due to being so tired. 

15. On 23rd November, 2012 away in Melbourne all day, my daughter drove, I was 

too tired. That night I did not sleep well, tossed and turned, buzzing sensation in 

ears. 

16. On 24th November, 2012 it was a hot day, very little wind, could hear thundering 

turbines, did not sleep well, ears buzzing. 

17. On 25th November, 2012 I was away in Hamilton, cooler day, breeze in south. 

Got a better nights sleep, after four nights of very little. 

18. On 26th November, 2012 I went to the Osteopath and he was alarmed at how 

sore and tender I was in shoulder and neck region. He told me that was from 

stress. I asked him would four nights from lack of sleep do it? He said yes, sleep 

deprivation has a major impact on your stress levels and tension. Went home to 

ice shoulder and neck, very sore for rest of day, unable to do much at all. 

19. Then by February this year, a lot more turbines were operating, spinning and the 

noise coming from MacArthur wind facility was heard by us all. We have 

described it as a rumbling, thundering, humming, thudding, roaring noise. My 

children have on occasion described it as "like the ocean waves, crashing". 

20. In the first week of February, my ears were very sensitive, with a buzzing, 

ringing sensation, the weather was calm, still with no wind but the noise from 

turbines was very noticeable. I could not sleep, and felt very restless and 

exhausted. 
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21. On Wednesday 6th February, I left home and travelled to Warrnambool (58km 

away) for the day, my ears stopped ringing and buzzing, they felt normal. 

22. In the evening, returning home with kids, we noticed the turbines were not 

spinning. Please note, we cannot see any turbines from our house. Whilst 

traveling in the car on Greens Lane, we can see turbines however, and they 

appeared to be still. It was a hot night, the house was warm with no breeze. In 

bed at 10.30pm, windows open, could not hear any noise from outside and my 

ears seemed alright. We were able to sleep, considering the warm night. 

23. I woke at 6.20am the next morning, it was very calm with no noise in the 

distance, my ears felt good. Colin was the same. I felt so much better than 24 

hours previously. We slept and it was great. By 7.20am, I stepped outside to take 

our daughter to the bus stop and we could hear the rumbling of turbines in the 

distance. Yet at 6.20am, an hour beforehand there was no rumbling, just peace 

and quiet. 

24. On Saturday 23rd February 2013, I woke up at 3.15am ears ringing, very restless, 

toss and turn, cannot get back to sleep. Got up at 4.30am, weather seems very 

calm with a slight breeze. Go back to bed, ears are ringing but cannot hear any 

wind outside. I am very restless and unsettled. At around 5am, my body senses 

vibrations, rippling through all of my body. Feels like an energy charge going 

down to feet and toes and heels. Feet and heels are tingling, I felt agitated, ears 

ringing. 5.30am, I cannot settle or relax even though I am exhausted. Up at ?am, 

very weary and lethargic, feeling totally shattered. It was a warm morning, no 

wind. 
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25. On Wednesday 29th May 2013, weather mild, perhaps a slight north to north 

westerly wind. I went to bed at 10.30pm, fell asleep awhile later. Then all of a 

sudden woke up and my whole body was vibrating right through. I was aware it 

was happening but unable to stop it. This happened twice, it was quiet unnerving 

and I felt hot and flustered afterwards. I have had tingling through my body 

before, but this time my whole body was going up and down (vibrating motion). 

It was bizarre, that I was asleep then all of a sudden get woken up and my body 

was shaking. 

26. I have noticed, and been told by my children that they can hear turbines and this 

has affected them. On some occasions I have noted it down. Like on October 

22nd 2012, our 16 year old daughter complaining about waking up early, unable 

to get back to sleep. She could not listen to her iPod, because her ears were 

sensitive. A teenager not being able to do that, it had not happened to her before 

this. 

27. Thursday 7th February, 8.20pm, daughter comes inside and says the turbines are 

"roaring tonight" 

28. Tuesday 7th May, 2013 9.20pm we sit down for the evening to watch t.v. and can 

hear roaring thundering turbines over the television at normal volume level. 

Weather very mild and still with very little breeze. Outside the thundering, 

roaring of turbines was deafening. 

29. On 18th July, 2013 around 7pm we were experiencing very strong, gale force 

winds in the north to north westerly direction. My then 7 year old opens the back 

door and comments how noisy the turbines are, "they are really thumping 

tonight, mum". I could hear the roaring, thudding sound over the wind. When my 
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daughter goes to bed at 8.45pm, then at 1 Opm she comes in and complains how 

noisy it is and cannot get to sleep over the "thumping" sound. I had a horrible 

night as well. 

30. On August 4th, 2013, we had strong westerly winds, thumping, pounding noise 

all day. Sitting in lounge at 7.30pm, with t.v. on normal volume, we could all 

hear pounding and thudding over t.v. Thud, thud, constantly churning, vibrating 

through my chest, my husband and children all commented how "noisy" they 

were. 

31. On August 5th, 2013 thundering in the distance, again in the evening we could 

hear rumbling over t.v. Got more audible as the night went on. 

32. On August 9th, 2013 another strong north to north westerly winds, blowing hard 

all day. In the evening we could hear thumping over t.v. 

33. On Sunday 11th August, 2013 at night we could again hear rumbling over t.v. 

Winds in the north to north westerly direction. Next morning my 15 year old got 

up and complained how noisy turbines were last night and could not get to sleep. 

34. There has been one other occasion that I have reported on record as to· turbines 

not turning and my sleep and health have responded positively to this. It was 

August 14th, 2013, in my kitchen, my head was pounding, ears sore and sensitive, 

my chest heavy and I was feeling so tired from no sleep from the previous few 

nights. I left my home for appointments in Warrnambool, notice when I arrive in 

town my head feels clearer and the pressure and tightness in my chest has 

relieved. Driving home feeling exhausted, I notice the turbines were not turning. 

I was amazed and so relieved at the same time, because I was dreading coming 

home to the thumping, pounding we were copping from the strong winds. 
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Getting out of the car, there was nothing, no noise, just peace and quiet. The 

wind had dropped a lot, but no thumping and bashing from turbines. 

35. Sitting inside our house, with my family it was so relaxing, and calm. The house 

didn't have the "electric" vibration, that we had been experiencing for most of 

August. I noticed my head was not pounding, my ears were not buzzing, there 

was a calmness. In bed there was quiet, no thudding or roaring in the distance. I 

almost cried, saying to my husband, "this is what it used to be like, peaceful". To 

be able to lie in my bed and not hear or feel anything was bliss, then falling into a 

deep sleep was wonderful. 

36. We take for granted a good nights sleep, but for me in the last 12 months, a good 

night sleep has been very rare. The next morning waking up and feeling rested 

was such a great feeling. For me, this clearly shows how important sleep is to be 

able to function on a daily basis. 

37. Throughout August, especially due to the very strong winds in the north westerly 

direction, I would dread being at home. I would be grateful if I had appointments 

to leave home and be away to get some relief from the pounding we were 

copping. We own another property some 25km away to the north of us, I have 

used that farm through the day to get away from the pressure, and vibration at 

home. 

38. I participated in Anne Schafer's health survey. I was willing to tell of my 

experience living 5 km from a wind facility. 

Signed by the abovenamed Maria Linke 

Date: 17th October, 2013 


