
June 19, 2008 
 
Good evening.  I am Leonard Freeman and I live some of the year at 1135 2600th,  
Emden, Illinois. 
 
First Gentlemen – please accept my sincere thanks for your time.  You have devoted 
many grueling hours to this case and worked very hard to take it all in – and I know you 
feel the pressure of making one of the biggest decisions of your life.  Like most of the 
rest of us I’m sure that you have made a few big decisions in your life.  You might have 
decided to get married, buy a house, a car or a farm or business – these are really big life 
decisions – but they are nothing compared to what you are required to do now.  I am sure 
that when you became a member of this board you never dreamed that you five men, and 
you alone, would be tasked with making a decision as magnanimous as this one.  More 
on that later. 
 
A Little Family History: 
It was the most unlikely of circumstances that brought Linda and me to this beautiful, 
unique and historic place we call “Bethel Hill”.  What is even more unbelievable is that 
our little farm lies about the same distance from the homes of my childhood friends Kay 
Mason and her brother John Rich as where we grew up together on neighboring farms in 
Dewitt County north of Waynesville, Illinois.  It is really not that unlikely that our three 
families chose this place so close together nearly forty years later.  The reason is simple.  
We treasure the bonds developed in a rural agriculture community, and the quality of life 
that is our Familys’ 175 year heritage in central Illinois.  And that quality of life is 
exactly what we have right here on the “Hill”. 
 
Our primary home for almost thirty years has been on the banks of the St. Johns River in 
Palatka, Florida.  When we purchased the former Mitchell Homestead with a home and 
barns on about 10 acres near Bethel Church east of Emden in 2005, it was with the 
intention of using it for a summer vacation hangout while visiting family and friends in 
the area.  It soon became a project demanding attention to many deferred maintenance 
items.  We added another approximately 25 acres contiguous to the homestead in 2006 
and established a small working hay farm. 
  
Our desire is to strengthen our old friendships, make new friends with our new neighbors, 
and continue to enjoy the rural lifestyle that we cherish (mostly in the summertime) while 
spending winters in Florida.  We plan to continue developing our little farm and enjoying 
the fabulous views afforded us by our wonderful location on the “Hill”. 
 
It has been mentioned at this and other hearings like this one that many of the owners of 
these Mini-farms and rural residences are really not farmers and are just city slickers 
come to the country.  I believe that longevity in the neighborhood, be it short or long, 
should have absolutely no bearing on the rights of any individual to have peaceful and 
quiet enjoyment of their property within the law.  On that point, my family, and many of 
the others in the footprint have deep roots in agriculture in Dewitt, McLean and Logan 
Counties.  My mother, a DAR, was born in the front-room of a Dewitt county farmhouse 
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and married to my father in the same room.  She will be ninety next month.  My family 
currently owns that and two other historic farmsteads with original homes on them.  One 
of them is our place at 1135 2600th, Emden, Illinois, near the middle of the Union Ridge 
portion of the proposed Railsplitter Wind Turbine site.  We intend to preserve these 
historic farmsteads for our progeny to enjoy. 
 
A Real Estate Wake-up call 
We were aware of plans for a McLean County windfarm east of Bloomington prior to 
acquiring our Emden farm homestead (and not the additional land), however we had no 
knowledge that a similar project was looming in the wings for Logan and Tazwell 
Counties.  Our expectations were simple – we believed that our property rights would be 
protected from incursion by factors that could impact our quality of life and enjoyment of 
our property.  We believed that local government with its longstanding and time tested 
zoning ordinances would protect us and the value of our property.  That is what 
government is supposed to do. 
 
Later we learned of the Union Ridge project, but understood that it would likely be far in 
the future if ever.  Imagine our surprise only a few weeks ago when we learned that the 
project was scheduled to begin construction this summer.  Meanwhile Logan County 
altered zoning ordinances to allow conditional uses on agricultural land and raised height 
restrictions – all paving the way for massive wind turbines.  That was followed by a soon 
to be challenged gerrymandering of the enterprise zone map. 
 
I know you are very aware of the changing demographics in the rural residential 
communities in the Midwest.  In the last one hundred years according to some farm 
publications we have lost about 80% of the original Homestead/Farmsteads in the 
Midwest.  Most are completely gone – a few of the old farm home sites have some grain 
bins and a building or two – but sadly no one lives there anymore.  Of the twenty percent 
that remain only about five percent are occupied by farmers and their families.  Farms are 
bigger now – many farmers even live in town.  Several of the farmers who could lease 
land for Rail Splitter turbine sites live in town.  Even more land owners where sites are 
proposed live no where near the project site.  We refer to them as absentee owners. 
 
What Impact? 
The applicant’s expert witness testified that you can tell which farmhouses belong to 
farmers who live there and those which are just residences of non-farmers.  I guess 
experts have secret powers that let them do things that the rest of us just can’t do.  I drive 
through the countryside quite a bit, and I think making that distinction (farmer – not-a-
farmer) might be a little more difficult than the expert believes.  We all know folks who 
actively farm and (as we say) work in town – that complicates the matter even more. 
 
The real point is – if he had been doing his job he would drive through the project area, 
stop, get out of his car and ask questions – that’s what appraisers are supposed to do –  
and you would do that - identify the property and ownership conditions in the subject 
project area - otherwise he has no basis to say that the wind turbines will not impact 
property values in the project area; because, he simply didn’t do his homework or field 
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work – and I know you realized that fact.  To say that values will not be impacted by the 
project, in a negative way, a positive way, or in any way, now or in the future without any 
supporting evidence from the subject project area is unprofessional – and downright 
ridiculous.  Of course there will be an impact, of some kind. 
 
This expert gave you a version two study of a wind farm about 100 miles away with 
turbines about ¾ the size of the ones proposed for Railsplitter and then concluded that the 
proposed project here would not impact property values here – and all this without any 
analysis of the properties in the likely affected area. 
 
One more thing in this expert’s testimony that bothered me is that he discounted any 
useful purpose for completing an analysis of impacts in the Twin Groves Wind Turbine 
project area (which is a Horizon project).  Why not?  Twin Groves is closer and much 
more similar in nearly every way to the proposed application than any other Wind 
Turbine project.  To say that it is “too soon” to have any meaningful data from the Twin 
Groves project is once again extraordinarily unprofessional.  Why not perform the 
analysis and let the data speak for itself.  And last, on this topic, within the real estate 
industry appraising is commonly referred to as an “Art” not a “Science”.  That is to say 
that appraising although it typically incorporates a significant amount of statistical data, it 
requires numerous assumptions and opinions on the part of the appraiser.  That’s why it is 
always a good idea to get two. 
 
Who is out there now? 
Now, once again, when you take a good look at the landscape today – out of one hundred 
farmsteads existing about one hundred years ago: 80 are completely gone; about 5 are 
actual tenant or owner operated farmsteads with residences occupied by farm families.  
That leaves about 15 historic farmsteads existing today for every one hundred that were 
there a hundred years ago.  These home-sites are no longer associated with the production 
land that surrounds them – land that with a home and buildings made up a family farm.  
Now these farmsteads have been severed from the farm land – many are an acre or two, 
some 10 or more.  That is why this little illustration very nicely shows that there are 4 
residences occupied by farmer/owners who are participating in the project by leasing 
portions of their property for 11 turbine sites; there are 18 turbine sites on property with 
no residences that are owned by 13 absentee owners who live outside of the project area – 
in some cases not even in this state; and there are 20 rural residences that are occupied by 
families that are not participating in the project.  None of these ownerships are large 
enough to meet any of the setbacks stated in the proposal to allow for a turbine site – not 
that any of the owners would want one anyway.  These ownership parcels are often 
commonly referred to as rural residences, agriculture estates, mini-farms, and mini-
ranches.  And there continues to be some new home construction in these rural areas.  
Some owners raise a few livestock or keep some horses, grow a garden, a vineyard or 
maybe a small hay crop.  All are seeking the quiet and peaceful enjoyment that was 
guaranteed to them by strict Future Land Use Elements, Comprehensive Plans and 
precise zoning. 
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Where is the Crystal Ball When You Need One? 
When it came to predicting the future there was perhaps none better than Johnny 
Carson’s Tonight Show character Carnak the Magnificent.  Carnak could touch his brow 
with an envelope containing a typed written question and give the answer to the question 
before opening the envelope.  He could look into a crystal ball and predict the outcome of 
most any event far in the future.  Carnak was magnificent – and of course very funny. 
I have been a Florida real estate broker for about 28 years.  I’ve been involved in 
transactions involving over one half million acres and one billion dollars, much of that 
being conservation land acquisition for the State of Florida.  In approximately ten years 
of serving as a member of our Florida County Planning Commission there have been 
many times that I longed for Carnak’s great powers to understand and predict the future.  
Oh to have a crystal ball to stare into and see what the future holds.  But, alas, we lowly 
humans have no such powers and so we must just imagine what changes might be 
wrought by our magnanimous decisions and wait to see the outcome. 
 
Our little rural Florida County has experienced the unbelievable pressure of development 
spurred on by as many as 1,000 people per day moving into the state.  Not a month goes 
by that the land use and zoning cases number ten or more, often involving hundreds of 
acres.  Cases with land use issues that can profoundly change the landscape forever.  
Land use matters that can alter the life styles and quality of life for thousands forever.  
Changes that once put in place are not reversible in our lifetimes.  Agriculture as we once 
knew it – completely abolished.  Rural lifestyles impacted so as to not be recognizable. 
 
Yes many times I have wished that I could take Carnak’s crystal ball and see the future – 
see how my decision would affect the people and the land they love.  Of course there is 
no crystal ball, and we are left to only imagine the future and be guided by or own 
intuition and sense of what is right for the land and the people who live on it. 
 
All too often the future is blurred by promises of prosperity, jobs and new-found revenue 
sources which seem to always be needed.  Energy costs are soaring and we want answers.  
We all cling to the promise of alternative energy sources, and we get reminded of our 
own lackadaisical attitude toward finding new ways to feed our energy demands every 
time we fill up the family truckster. 
 
You know, this little button may give you the wrong idea – because you see my family 
and I regard Wind Energy generation as an acceptable renewable, alternative energy 
source – but it is not free – it comes with a very high price tag.  And it also comes with a 
very high profit for the developer.  A somewhat unique, complicated, innovative financial 
plan makes these types of investments very attractive.  Remember, Horizon Wind energy 
didn’t come here to give us anything – they came to build a project and take away money 
– a lot of money – and leave you with the consequences of your actions – and very little 
money compared to what they will profit.  The energy production from this project is not 
very significant, barely a spit in the bucket, it won’t impact our energy crisis enough to 
even be a blip on a chart somewhere.  But because raw energy fetches high prices these 
days – the dollars leaving Logan County will be startling to those of us dealing with 
ordinary daily wage sums – and the dollars staying will be a paltry amount when weighed 
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against the real cost of wind energy.  Want to know the real numbers – ask Horizon to 
produce the financial records for the eastern McLean County project.  I think you’ll find 
them eye-opening. 
 
You and your fellow board members are faced with making a decision that could alter the 
face of your County’s landscape and the quality of life of your neighbors for decades to 
come.  I understand how hard that decision will be – been there – done that. 
 
The Railsplitter wind project will have that kind of impact.  But here is the extraordinary 
news – you can look into the future.  It’s almost as simple and easy as looking into 
Carnak’s crystal ball.  Just take a drive to eastern McLean County and take a look. 
 
See for yourself what dozens and dozens of wind turbines look like.  Talk to the people 
who live only a few hundred feet from the towers.  Go there in the daytime and go there 
at night when the warning lights are blinking.  Then ask yourself if you would live there – 
for the rest of your life.  Would you buy a homestead in the middle of a wind turbine field 
to raise your family?  If you hesitate to say yes then imagine yourself as a homestead 
owner on Logan County’s Union Ridge.  Think about having one of the most unique and 
beautiful view-sheds to be found anywhere permanently impacted by wind turbines.  
Would you buy a property there?  Who would? 
 
After you experience the wind turbines up close – ask yourself if you would be OK with 
two or three of them in your front yard.  And do you think that having wind turbines 
close to your property will affect the value both now and in the future. 
 
Yes you are truly fortunate because you can take a short trip and actually see the future 
Horizon has planned for us in northern Logan County.  Your decision can actually be 
based on an almost identical scenario just a few miles away.  You can see for yourself 
and decide – is the impact to the historic Logan County countryside and the quality of life 
of your neighbors too precious to trade away? 
 
Let’s talk about your decision for a minute. 
Your biggest decisions that you have made in life most likely only affected a handful of 
people at the most.  Even the biggest decision that you may have made on this board 
probably only affected relatively small parcels of land and a few neighbors. 
 
Gentlemen this is a big one – you are voting on an application for a conditional use 
permit, that according to exhibit “B” of the legal notice 6.2.08 (which we received by 
certified mail), contains 30 parcels that cover 2,899 acres more or less – providing for the 
industrialization of agricultural zoned lands with a footprint in two counties and by my 
calculations of over 200 sections of land with 29 sites for wind towers that will stand 400 
plus feet high and dwarf everything around them.  You have heard that the law states that 
a much more specific site description is required when granting a conditional use.  
Common sense tells you that you and I and the average citizen have absolutely no idea 
where the turbines are proposed to be specifically located based on these descriptions and 
further there is absolutely no posting of the locations on the ground to assist the public 
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whose rights you are sworn to protect, in locating just where it is Horizon proposes to 
locate the turbines.  And also in this footprint there are 20 rural residential properties – 
more than in many small towns.  Yes this is big.  The rural landscape of a major portion 
of northern Logan County will be changed forever – and with it the lives of thousands of 
people – because you see – this decision will impact your children, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, great-great-grandchildren and all of their neighbors and friends for decade 
upon decade upon decade to come.  Gentlemen this is big – you have an awesome 
responsibility – and I think you now see that the people who live out there – people who 
will derive little or nothing from the project – far out number the participating 
landowners who live there or somewhere else.  Do you think that the absentee owners 
would be willing to have a turbine built within fifteen hundred feet (which by-the way is 
totally arbitrary distance put forward by the wind company) of their personal residence 
and receive little or no compensation?  Somehow I doubt that. 
 
This is not easy, but one thing is absolutely clear.  Everything comes with a cost and your 
job is to decide – is it worth that cost?  Your job has one more important facet – it’s about 
you and the legacy that you five men, this Zoning Board of Appeals, will leave behind.  
The final decision of this board will decide the fate of thousands of acres and thousands 
of people for decades to come.  Will your vote be to destroy forever the landscape and 
view-shed that our ancestors treasured above almost all else.  Will your legacy be that 
you allowed the total desecration of the historic Bethel Church and Bethel Dist. 4 one 
room school sites and nearby farmsteads? 
 
Or will your legacy be one that exudes the wisdom of your years.  A legacy brought from 
a decision to rely not entirely on what the proponents or the opponents and their experts 
have to say, but also on qualified input from your own sources.  A legacy based on full 
knowledge and disclosure.  A legacy based on just plain good common sense that must 
tell you – that placing a 400 foot tall machine 1/8 mile from numerous rural residences is 
a very bad idea. 
 
The wind is here – it won’t go away - take your time - do not be rushed into a decision 
made for eternity.  You are now relying on testimony from the applicant and testimony 
from the opposition, but you have no independent resource for information collected by 
those who support you, your staff and their resource experts – you don’t have to give 
away the farm – just because the pressure is on you to do it.  Do not take either sides 
word for it.  You must know in your heart of hearts, beyond any doubt whatsoever, that 
your decision – as Wilford Brimley used to say, “it’s the right thing to do”. 
 
Some things are timeless and priceless and deserve to be preserved and protected, no 
matter the cost.  Our rural Logan County quality of life and beautiful historic landscape 
are some of those things. 
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