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Dear Sirs; 
 

Re: Analysis of the Impacts of the wpd Fairview Turbine Project on the Collingwood Regional 
Airport and the Regional Economy 

 
I am pleased to submit our report describing the results of the above analysis, as completed by Malone 
Given Parsons Ltd. in association with Charles Cormier, metro economics and Aerocan Aviation Ltd. 
 
In short, we conclude that the Collingwood Regional Airport is fulfilling its intended function as an 
economic engine and is attracting business expansion proposals that would deliver very substantial 
economic benefit to the South Georgian Bay region.  Approval of the current wpd Turbine Project would 
be fatal to business expansion, such that, on balance, the offending turbines should be moved or wpd’s 
Renewable Energy Act Application denied. 
 
It has been a pleasure working with you and municipal staff on this assignment.  
 
Yours very truly, 

MALONE GIVEN PARSONS LTD. 

 
John P. Genest, MCIP, RPP, PLE 
Principal 
jgenest@mgp.ca  
 

cc:   Mr. Chas Cormier, Aeronautical Information Consultant  
  Mr. Tom McCormack, metro economics 

  Mr. Paul Hayes, Aerocan Aviation Ltd. 
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NOTE: 
This report has been prepared for the Township of Clearview and the Town of 
Collingwood for the sole purpose of providing input to the Ontario Ministry of the 
Environment and Climate Change in its review of a Renewable Energy Act 
Application by wpd Fairview.  It should not be relied upon for any other purpose 
and anyone who does so assumes all attendant risk.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Malone Given Parsons Ltd. was retained by the Township of Clearview and the 
Town of Collingwood to analyse the potential economic impacts of the proposed 
wpd Turbine Project on the current operations and future potential of the 
Collingwood Regional Airport (the CRA).  The analysis focuses on operations at 
the airport, and aviation-related business expansion proposals on two adjacent 
properties – the existing Genesis Flight Centre (Genesis) and the proposed 
Clearview Aviation Business Park (CABP).  The geography of these properties 
and the proposed turbine locations is illustrated in Figure A. 

Figure A: Collingwood Regional Airport Location Map 

 

Source: Malone Given Parsons Ltd., wpd Canada. 

The Collingwood Regional Airport 

The Collingwood Regional Airport is an important transportation asset for the 
Town of Collingwood, the Township of Clearview, Wasaga Beach and the South 
Georgian Bay region. It provides convenient access and support for business, 



WPD TURBINE PROJECT                                                   
ECONOMIC IMPACT ANALYSIS - COLLINGWOOD REGIONAL AIRPORT JANUARY 2016 

 

ii Malone Given Parsons Ltd. * C. Cormier * metro economics * Aerocan Aviation Ltd.  
 

EX
EC

UT
IV

E 
SU

M
M

A
RY

 recreational and tourism travel to the area and averaged over 11,440 landings and 
takeoffs annually over the 2006-2014 period.  It supports a business cluster that 
ranks among Collingwood’s Top 20 employers. 

The CRA and related businesses directly employ approximately 30 people, and 
support another 20 indirect jobs.  Together, these generate annual totals of $2.8 
million in labour income and $4.0 million in GDP. The current Genesis and 
CABP properties together with the CRA lands generated approximately $83,000 
in municipal taxes in 2014. 

The airport is a successful growth engine, fulfilling the function expected of it in 
the Collingwood Economic Development Action Plan.  It is generating returns to 
its own investments in infrastructure by attracting new private sector investment 
in land and facilities that target construction of over 370,000 sq. m (4 million sq. 
ft.) supporting an estimated 1,100 direct jobs at build-out. 

The Provincial and Municipal Land Use Planning Context 

Provincial policy, as expressed in the Provincial Policy Statement and the Growth 
Plan, recognizes and seeks to protect the transportation role and economic 
function of airports, and employment lands. 

Consistent with the higher order objectives, the local and County level land use 
planning framework gives a clear expression of municipal support for and public 
interest in further business expansion and economic development at and around 
the CRA. 

Contribution of the Aviation Sector to Canada’s Economy  

The aviation and aerospace industry is an important and growing component of 
the Canadian economy. Canada and Ontario are home to many of the world’s top 
aerospace companies.  The public interest in expanding the industry is manifest in 
the number of Federal and Provincial initiatives intended to stimulate innovation 
and growth. 

The Regional Economic Context 

An analysis of the regional economic context highlights that jobs are growing at a 
much slower rate than population and that a large proportion of the local 
population must commute outside the regional area for employment.  The 
employment structure is heavily weighted to jobs in the retail, accommodation 
and food sectors.  Area resident’s salaries are generally lower than the provincial 
average for their occupations. The area’s employment and average salary profiles 
would clearly benefit from the attraction of employers bringing jobs and skill-sets 
necessary to support growth in aviation-related business. 
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 Operating Impacts of the wpd Turbine Project on the CRA and its Business 
Expansion Potential 

The proposed locations of the wpd turbine numbers 1,3,4,5 & 8 will intrude, in 
several cases significantly, into the operating air space at the CRA (see Figure B). 
These intrusions can be addressed to NAV Canada’s satisfaction by changes to 
operating procedures.  These proposed changes are expected to have 
consequences that are not reviewed as part of NAV Canada’s mandate, and were 
therefore not examined by that agency. 

Transport Canada corroborates the independent analysis of Collingwood and 
Clearview’s aviation consultant, Mr. C. Cormier, who concludes that the proposed 
turbine locations will have significant impacts to the airport’s operating 
procedures, including landing and take-off minimums and general accessibility.  
These impacts are expected to significantly impair the CRA’s attractiveness to 
ongoing or new flight school and other aviation business operations. These 
impacts could be resolved by relocating the turbines to positions outside the 
airport’s air space, or by denying the wpd Turbine Project application. 

Figure B: Collingwood Airport Outer Surface & Typical Circuit Patterns for Runway 31 

 

Source:  C. Cormier 
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 Business people contemplating significant financial investments in expansions of 
aviation related activity at and adjacent to the CRA see approval of the turbines as 
introducing unacceptable risk to their investments, such that they would not 
proceed with them. 

The wpd Turbine Project, in its current configuration, risks the loss to the region 
of significant new investment in growing the regional economy and labour skill 
set. 

Economic Benefits of Business Expansion at the CRA 

Order of magnitude estimates of the value of build out of proposed business 
expansion at the CRA identify substantial economic benefits to the local area and 
the broader regional economy.   

The Construction phase, which might extend over twenty or more years, would 
yield: 

• $353 million in direct expenditures  

• 3,300 person years of total employment 

• $169.4 million in total labour income 

• $282.4  million in total GDP, and 

• $25.3 million in municipal fee and Development Charge revenues to local 
and County level municipalities and school boards. 

The Operating Phase would generate, on an ongoing annual basis once build-out 
is realized:  

• 1,890 direct and indirect jobs  

• $104.1 million in total labour income 

• $152.6 million in total GDP, and 

• $10.5 million in tax revenues to local and County level municipalities and 
school boards. 

An integral aspect of these benefits is the attraction of skilled aviation-related 
employment at an estimated salary some 45% higher than the salary average for 
the region, elevating the regional skill set and pay scale, and adding to the 
fulfillment of common economic development objectives. 

Review of the Maury Hill and Associates Inc. Economic Impacts Report 

The Hill Report commissioned by wpd is narrowly scoped and narrowly executed 
by an author with no evident expertise or experience in economic impact analysis 
or economic development.  It misses the single most important element in 
assessing the potential consequences of implementing the wpd Turbine Project - 
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 market and investor perceptions of the attractiveness of the facility as one 
enabling successful investment of risk capital, and its influence on current or 
prospective plans to invest.  

The Report dismisses the airspace operational issues raised by Transport Canada 
and fails to fulfill reasonable expectations for an economic impact analysis 
considering economic development aspirations.  It is not an adequate response to 
MOECC’s request for an economic analysis of the issues raised by Transport 
Canada. 

Conclusions 
wpd’s proposed locations for  five turbines will insert significant obstacles into 
the airport’s operating space and would require significant changes to flight 
operations at the CRA. These changes will be fatal to the expansion potential of 
the two businesses proposing new facilities adjacent to the airport.  

The broader public interest in economic expansion at the CRA is manifest in: 

• The Collingwood Economic Development Action Plan, and its airport-
related Action Item 

• Local municipal and County level aspirations for economic development 
as enabled by their respective Official Plans 

• Provincial policy expressed in the PPS and the Growth Plan  
• Federal and Provincial government efforts to grow the aviation and 

aerospace industries through  significant tax credit and innovation support 
programs, and 

• The magnitude of the economic benefits generated by build-out of the 
business expansion concepts at the airport. 

On balance, wpd should be required to move the turbines proposed to intrude into 
the CRA’s operating airspace, or its Renewable Energy Approval Application 
should be denied. 

To do otherwise would put a narrow and relatively small private interest ahead of 
the greater public interest in unimpeded operations at the CRA, and the future 
investment, job growth and related economic benefits the Airport could sustain in 
furtherance of local, regional, provincial and federal economic development 
objectives. 
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