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Michael A. Nissenbaum, MD –

DELETERIOUS HEALTH EFFECTS ARE UNDENIABLE

Abstract: In the Real World: Adverse Health Effects Related to Industrial Wind 
Turbines – Controlled Studies at Mars Hill and Vinalhaven, Maine

Following reports of adverse health complaints among residents of Mars Hill, 
Maine, a pilot study was undertaken to provide information to the Public Health 
Subcommittee of the Maine Medical Association in the first half of 2009. This 
represented the world’s first controlled study of adverse health effects related to 
industrial wind turbines. Adverse effects are real, and significant. The findings 
from this pilot study will be discussed. Since the pilot study was completed, a 
larger, more detailed and standardized controlled study has been undertaken at 
Mars Hill and Vinalhaven, Maine, utilizing validated questionnaires. Preliminary 
findings from these will be presented.  
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Bio: Dr. Nissenbaum received his undergraduate education at McGill University in 
Montreal and completed medical school at the University of Toronto. He 
specialized in diagnostic imaging and completed his residency at McGill 
University. He received a Fellowship from the University of California. Currently, 
Dr. Nissenbaum is certified by the Royal College of Physicians of Canada, and 
American Board of Radiology. He is a radiologist at the Northern Maine Medical 
Center, Fort Kent, Maine. Previous positions include Junior Faculty at Harvard 
University and Associate Director of MRI at a major Harvard teaching hospital. 
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