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Hull is not the success story developers would have you believe:

See articles below:

http://www.benningtonbanner.com/Stories/0,1413,104~8676~2380051,00.html  

More Mass. communities may face wind power developments 


By MARTIN FINUCANE
Associated Press Writer 
Saturday, September 04, 2004- HULL, Mass. 

-- Like the giant in some children's tale, it looms by the water. More than 160 feet tall, long arms flailing at a startling speed, the wind turbine catches the eye - as well as the wind off the water. 

"I think it's kind of modern. It's tomorrow," said Bernadette White, a grandmother pushing two kids in a stroller down a nearby street.
But another neighbor has a markedly stronger opinion.
"It's a mechanical monstrosity. ... It's ugly. It makes noise," said Beverly Whitcomb. "It makes a whopping sound which will just drive you nuts."
The scene down by the harbor - and the controversy - is likely to be replicated elsewhere in Massachusetts.
Wind power projects are in various stages around the state, from the Atlantic coast in the east to the wooded slopes of the Berkshire Mountains in the west, gigantic towers whose hurtling blades designed to create energy, may become part of the lanscape.
The most prominent of the projects calls for 130 turbines in Nantucket Sound. It's the project that has grabbed headlines, stirring fierce debate, drawing in some prominent Cape Cod residents, including broadcaster Walter Cronkite and U.S. Sen. Edward M. Kennedy. 
The proposal has become a major point of conflict on Cape Cod with opponents saying it would wreck a beautiful seascape, be harmful to bird life and undermine an important ecosystem.
The wind turbines - each hundreds of feet high and located about five miles offshore - could generate 420 megawatts of energy at peak times. Supporters say it could supply nearly three-quarters of the electricity used on the cape and islands.
There are other projects are also in the works around the state, including the 10 turbines planned on Brodie Mountain in the western Massachusetts towns of New Ashford and Hancock and a proposal to erect 20 turbines on mountains in the western Massachusetts towns of Florida and Monroe.
The country gets three-tenths of 1 percent of its electricity from wind. 
Wherever they go, wind power proposals have to overcome the concerns of local residents over the turbines' size, the sound they make, their effect on the environment, and the possible effect on their property values.
In Hull, where the rotor hub is 164 feet off the ground and the rotors themselves reach another 77 feet into the sky, the gigantic steel tower was spinning busily on a recent bright summer day with an eerie, supersonic whistle that visitors seem to admire.
Whitcomb, however, said it wasn't easy to live with the huge machine. Even more than 1,000 feet away, she can hear it. The aircraft warning lights on top often bother her at night and, at certain times of the year, the sun sets right behind the rotor, creating a colossal strobe effect.
"It's just one more time you want to look at the windmill and shoot it," she said. "Would you want to move into Windmill City?" 

 

 

NEWS 2004-2005

 

Click here: May 13 2002) 

One resident just doesn't like the turbine. A second said the white strobe light on top that flashes in the daytime bothered him. 

David Carlon, an elected member of the Hull Planning Board, is one of those residents who does not like what he sees, or hears, from his deck. He doesn't think he's alone in his opposition. 

"It's a monstrosity," Carlon said in a telephone interview last week. "How close? Let me look out the window and I'll tell you. About 200 yards." 

"There has been a huge outcry, and it's just been ignored," he said. 

While saving money may have been the driving force for support, for Carlon, hearing what he describes as a "thump, thump" when wind speeds are 8 to 10 mph is not worth the savings. 

And then there are the lights on top. 

"I think the lights will have a tremendous impact. They're like giant flashbulbs in the sky," he said. 

Carlon said it is too late to do anything about the structure now, but he said residents need to watch carefully if another is proposed.
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MOVED-Hersch:   To amend the last motion to read, effective beginning July 1, 2003
SECOND-Olivieri
VOTE: Unanimous in Favor

7:45 pm re: Windmill

        Pat Cannon, Member of the Hull Light Board, and John MacLeod, Operations Manager of the Hull Light Plant, were present to report to the Board on their proposal to install additional windmills.

        They both agreed that Mariners Park is no longer being considered as a site because of the vocal opposition….

 

Hull turbine gets OK from state; Hingham residents say environmental review was lax 

 

By JOHN ZAREMBA
The Patriot Ledger

HULL - The chief of the town's power plant said he will order the town's second wind turbine today, after the state Department of Environmental Protection cleared an obstacle that threatened to kill the project.

The project, approved by town meeting voters in October and originally set for construction in March, was delayed when homeowners who live on the Hingham banks of the Weir River objected, triggering a review of the turbine's environmental effects.

Based on that review, environmental protection agents could have ordered Hull to prepare a lengthy, costly environmental report that light board Chairman Patrick Cannon said would have made the project too expensive to be worthwhile. The environmental protection agency has ruled that no such report is necessary.

The Hingham homeowners will continue to monitor the turbine's progress, but said they are disappointed at what they see as low-level government scrutiny for wind-energy projects.

‘‘There's huge loopholes, and there's nothing you can do about it,'' said Lynne Karo, one of the neighbors.

‘‘Unfortunately, Romney doesn't windsurf on the Weir River. Otherwise we'd probably have some more attention,'' she said, referring to the governor's objection to plans for a massive wind farm on Nantucket Sound.

