
To: 
 
The Right Honourable Stephen Harper 
Prime Minister of Canada 
pm@pm.gc.ca  
 
The Honourable Peter Gordon MacKay 
Minister of Justice and Attorney General 
mcu@justice.gc.ca 
 
The Honourable Rona Ambrose  
Minister of Health 
Health Canada 
minister_ministre@hc-sc.gc.ca 
 
Copy: 
 
Gregory Taylor, BSc, MD, CCFP, FRCPC 
Deputy Chief Public Health Officer 
Public Health Agency of Canada 
Gregory.Taylor@phac-aspc.gc.ca 
 
Sarah Rudolph 
Child Rights and International 
Division of Children, Seniors and Healthy   
Public Health Agency of Canada 
sarah.rudolph@phac-aspc.gc.ca 
 
Ms Cheryl Gallant 
MP Renfrew-Nipissing-Pembroke 
cheryl.gallant.a1@parl.gc.ca; 
 
Ms Shellie Correira 
Mother of a child at risk 
shelliecorreia@gmail.com 
 
May 5, 2014 
 
Dear Prime Minister Harper and Ministers of Justice and Health, 
 

Re: Open Letter on the UN Rights of the Child and Industrial Wind Energy  
 
The purpose of this letter is to request a meeting with members from the Ministries of Justice 
and Health including the Public Health Agency of Canada as soon as possible to discuss 
protection of children at risk from exposure to industrial wind energy facilities. 



 
I have corresponded with several Ministers including those from Health Canada, Public 
Health Agency of Canada, Justice and Attorney General regarding my concerns associated 
with wind energy development and children’s risk factors and Canada’s ratification in 1991, 
of the treaty on the Rights of the Child. 
 
I was advised that Canada’s domestic implementation of its obligations under the Rights of 
the Child Convention is multi-faceted and includes “constitutional protections under the 
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms and a variety of legislation, policies, programs and 
services at the federal and provincial/territorial levels.” 
 
As well, I was informed the legislative implementation of the Convention falls under the 
purview of the Department of Justice Canada. [Correspondence attached] 
 
Attached is a submission provided to the Minister, Health Canada regarding the vulnerability  
of children to the effects of noise in general, and including risk factors specific to industrial 
wind turbines. [Health Canada_Risks to children December 27 2012 FINAL]  
 
Another submission was made on behalf of Ms Shellie Correira. Attached is a copy of this 
submission plus the treating physician specialist’s op inion regarding her son’s risk from 
exposure to wind turbines. [Health Canada_Risks to children Correia May 15 2013] 
 
Other submissions have been made on behalf of parents and communities which express 
parental concerns. These are available on request. 
 
A review by  Jan et al (2010) states:  
 

“Animal experiments unequivocally show that sleep loss even for three or four days 
can adversely and permanently affect neurophysiological functions and neurogenesis. 

 
This review summarises the increasing evidence … that chronic disturbances of sleep 
adversely affect brain development … Pediatric neurologists, the scientific 
community and the public must be aware of these recent scientific developments. 
Further studies are urgently required.” [Jan JE, Review article, Long-term sleep disturbances 

in children: A cause of neuronal loss. European Journal of Paediatric Neurology 14 (2010) 380-390] 
 

The World Health Organization (WHO) acknowledges that noise is an “underestimated 
threat that can cause a number of short- and long-term health problems…” [World Health 

Organization Noise Facts and Figures, Sited December 23, 2012, http://www.euro.who.int/en/what-we-

do/health-topics/environment-and-health/noise/facts-and-figures ] 
 
Research indicates children’s ear damage, cognitive function and learning are affected by 
noise and there could be lifelong effects on academic achievement and health. Excerpts from 
The World Health Organization’s Training Package for the Health Sector on Children and 
Noise identify vulnerable groups of children at risk including the fetus and babies; preterm; 



children with dyslexia and hyperactivity. [World Health Organization, Children and Noise, Children’s 

Health and the Environment, WHO Training Package for the Health Sector, www.who.int/ceh ] 
 
Children with pre-existing medical conditions such as autism, asthma, migraine, bronchitis, 
and epilepsy can be vulnerable to the effects of noise and/or stress and/or sleep disturbance. 
[See references below*] 
 
There is a risk of noise-induced harm to children when industrial wind turbine facilities are 
sited in close proximity to family homes and schools. 
 
I note that Canada played an instrumental role in drafting and promoting the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child. As a proud Canadian, I applaud this achievement.  
 
Ms Correira and I look forward to the opportunity to meet with representatives from the 
Ministries of Justice and Health including the Public Health Agency of Canada as soon as 
possible to discuss protection of children at risk from exposure to industrial wind energy 
facilities. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted on behalf of Ms Shellie Correira and other concerned parents and 
family members, 
 
 
 
Carmen Krogh, BScPharm 
1183 Cormac Road, RR4 
Killaloe, ON, K0J 2A0 
Cell 613 312 9663 
 
 
Attachments: 
Open Letter on the UN Rights of the Child and Industrial Wind Energy 
Correspondence attached 
Health Canada_Risks to children December 27 2012 FINAL 
Health Canada_Risks to children Correia May 15 2013 
Letter Physician Specialist 
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