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November 13, 2012 

 

Burl Haar, Executive Secretary     

Public Utilities Commission                    eFiled and eServed 

121 – 7
th

 Place East, Suite 300 

St. Paul, MN  55101 

 

RE:   Complaint of Goodhue Wind Truth  

In the Matter of the Site Permit,   MPUC Docket: 08-1233 

Certificate of Need, and   MPUC Docket: 09-1186   

Power Purchase Agreements   MPUC Dockets: 09-1349, 09-1350 

for the AWA Goodhue Wind Project 

  

Dear Dr. Haar: 

 

Enclosed, and eFiled, please find Complaint of Goodhue Wind Truth regarding the Goodhue 

Wind Project. 

 

Goodhue Wind Truth greatly appreciates the Commission’s initiative in serving Information 

Requests regarding this project and request further investigation.  This project was scheduled in 

the PPA to be in commercial operation by December, 2012, but that has not materialized, and 

instead has taken significant steps backward.  The disclosure that there now is no financing or 

turbines is a significant change.  This project is not moving forward.   

 

At this time, we request further investigation, a public hearing, and ask that the Commission 

make Findings and revoke the permit as authorized by law. 

 

Very truly yours 

 
Carol A. Overland 

Attorney at Law 

 

cc:  Respondent list, Complaint, p. 2. 
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STATE OF MINNESOTA 

BEFORE THE 

MINNESOTA PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

 

 

Beverly Heydinger      Chair 

J. Dennis O’Brien      Commissioner 

David C. Boyd      Commissioner 

Phyllis A. Reha      Commissioner 

Betsy Wergin       Commission 
 

 

In the Matter of the Site Permit,     MPUC Docket: 08-1233 

Certificate of Need, and     MPUC Docket: 09-1186   

Power Purchase Agreements     MPUC Dockets: 09-1349, 09-1350 

for the AWA Goodhue Wind Project 
 

_____________________________________________________________ 

 

GOODHUE WIND TRUTH COMPLAINT & REVOCATION REQUEST 

AWA GOODHUE WIND/NEW ERA WIND FARM 
_____________________________________________________________ 

 
CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP REQUIRES TRANSFER OF PERMIT 

Minn. R. 7854.1400 and Site Permit §11.5 

 

CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP AND NO LONGER “C-BED” PROJECT 

Minn. Stat. §216B.1612, Subd. 2(c), (d), (h) (2007 and 2010 statutes) 

 

TRANSFER OF PERMIT PROHIBITED FOR “C-BED” PROJECT 

Minn. Stat. §216B.1612, Subd. 3(c) 

 

FALSE STATEMENTS IN SUBMISSIONS TO COMMISSION 

Minn. R. 7854.1300, Subp. 3, authorized by Minn. Stat. §216F.05(6) 

 

 

Complainant: Goodhue Wind Truth (GWT) 

   c/o GWT founders Bruce and Marie McNamara 

   35815 165
th

 Ave. 

   Goodhue, MN   55027 

     

Complainant’s Counsel:   Carol A. Overland 

        Attorney for GWT 

        Legalectric 

        1110 West Avenue 

        Red Wing, MN  55066 



 

~ 2 ~ 
 

Respondents: 
 

Peter Mastic      Bill Grant 

New Era Wind Farm & AWA Goodhue   Energy Facilities Permitting 

P.O. Box 307      Department of Commerce 

Goodhue, MN  55027     85 – 7
th
 Place East, Suite 500 

       St. Paul, MN  55101 
 

Richard Gorman, Esq., Registered Agent   Burl Haar 

Ventem Energy, LLC     Executive Secretary 

454 West 4
th
 St.      Public Utilities Commission 

Red Wing, MN  55066     121 – 7
th
 Place East, Suite 350 

       St. Paul, MN  55101 
 

Respondents’ Counsel: 
 

Christina Bruesven, Esq. (for Mastic?)   Karen Hammel, Asst. A.G. 

Fredrikson-Byron     Department of Commerce 

200 So. 6
th
 St., Suite 4000    445 Minnesota St., Suite 1400 

Mpls., MN  55402-1425     St. Paul, MN   55101 

 

       Julia Anderson, Asst. A.G. 

       Department of Commerce 

       445 Minnesota St., Suite 1400 

       St. Paul, MN  55101 

        

 

Statutes and Rules Violated, At Issue, or Authority 
 

Minn. R. 7854.1300 PERMIT AMENDMENT OR REVOCATION 

Subp. 3. Permit revocation. (authorized by Minn. Stat. §216F.05(6)). 

The commission may revoke a site permit for an LWECS at any time if the commission determines that 

any of the following has occurred: 

A.  the applicant knowingly made a false statement in the application or in accompanying statements 

or studies required of the applicant, if a true statement would have warranted a change in the 

commission's findings; 

B. the applicant has failed to comply with a material condition or term of the permit; 

C. the permitted LWECS endangers human health or the environment and the danger cannot be 

resolved by modification of the permit or LWECS; or 

D. the permittee has violated other laws that reflect an  inability of the permittee to comply with the 

permit. 

Subp. 4.  Procedure. 

The commission may initiate action to consider amendment or revocation of a site permit for an LWECS 

on its own initiative or upon the request of any person. No site permit may be amended or revoked 

without first providing notice and affording due process to the permit holder. 

Minn. R. 7854.1400 PERMIT TRANSFER. Subpart 1. Request for transfer. 
A permittee of a site permit for an LWECS may apply to the PUC for the transfer of its permit. The 

permittee must provide the name of the existing permittee, the name and description of the person to 

whom the permit is to be transferred, the reasons for the transfer, a description of the facilities affected, 

and the requested date of the transfer. The person to whom the permit is to be transferred shall provide the 

PUC with information required by the PUC to determine whether the new permittee can comply with the 



 

~ 3 ~ 
 

conditions of the permit. The permittee shall provide notice of the request to those persons identified by 

the PUC as persons interested in the matter. 

 

Subp. 2. Approval of transfer. 

The commission shall approve the transfer if the commission determines that the new permittee will 

comply with the conditions of the permit. The commission, in approving the transfer of a permit, may 

impose reasonable additional conditions in the permit as part of the approval. The commission may hold a 

public meeting to provide the public with an opportunity to comment on the request for the transfer prior 

to making a decision. 

 

Site permit: 11.5 TRANSFER OF PERMIT  
The Permittee may not transfer this Permit without the approval of the Commission. If the Permittee 

desires to transfer this Permit, the holder shall advise the Commission in writing of such desire. The 

Permittee shall provide the Commission with such information about the transfer as the Commission 

requires to reach a decision. The Commission may impose additional conditions on any new Permittee as 

part of the approval of the transfer. 

 
C-BED statutory provisions at issue: 

Minn. Stat. §216B.1612, Subd. 2(c) (2007) and (2010): 
“Qualifying owner”/"Qualifying beneficiary" means: 

(1) a Minnesota resident individually or as a member of a Minnesota limited liability company organized 

under chapter 322B and formed for the purpose of developing a C-BED project; 

 
Minn. Stat. §216B.1612, Subd. 2(d): 
"Qualifying revenue" includes, but is not limited to: 

(1) royalties, distributions, dividends, and other payments flowing directly or indirectly to individuals 

who are qualifying beneficiaries; 

(2) reasonable fees for consulting, development, professional, construction, and operations and 

maintenance services paid to qualifying beneficiaries; 

(3) interest and fees paid to financial institutions that are qualifying beneficiaries; 

(4) the value-added portion of payments for goods manufactured in Minnesota; and 

(5) production taxes. 

 
Minn. Stat. §216B.1612, Subd. 2(h) 
"Community-based energy development project" or "C-BED project" means a new renewable energy 

project that either as a stand-alone project or part of a partnership under subdivision 8: 

(1) has no single qualifying beneficiary, including any parent company or subsidiary of the qualifying 

beneficiary, owning more than 15 percent of a C-BED wind energy project unless: (i) the C-BED wind 

energy project consists of only one or two turbines; or (ii) the qualifying beneficiary is a public entity 

listed under paragraph (c), clause (4); 

(2) demonstrates that at least 51 percent of the net present value of the gross revenues from a power 

purchase agreement over the life of the project are qualifying revenues; and 

(3) has a resolution of support adopted by the county board of each county in which the project is to be 

located, or in the case of a project located within the boundaries of a reservation, the tribal council for that 

reservation. 

(i) "Value-added portion" means the difference between the total sales price and the total cost of 

components, materials, and services purchased from or provided outside of Minnesota. 
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Minn. Stat. §216B.1612, Subd. 3(c): 
The commission shall require that C-BED projects provide sufficient security to secure performance 

under the power purchase agreement, and shall prohibit transfer of a C-BED project during the initial 

term of a power purchase agreement if the transfer will result in the project no longer qualifying under 

subdivision 2, paragraph (h). 

_____________________________________________________________ 
 

I. CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP REQUIRES TRANSFER OF PERMIT 

      Minn. R. 7854.1400 and Site Permit §11.5 

 

The organization and ownership of the project permitted as AWA Goodhue has changed significantly 

since the original application was submitted.  The initial filing, in October, 2008, was in the name of 

Goodhue Wind, LLC, “a National Wind project,” with Leon Steinberg as the “authorized 

representative.”
1
 

 

National Wind, LLC currently owns a majority of Goodhue Wind, LLC. 

Depending upon National Wind’s capitalization strategy, National Wind could 

reduce this holding to about 40% by raising investment funding from the 

community. Regardless of its ownership, National Wind is the manager of the 

project.
2
 

 

And further explained in the application: 

The Applicant is Goodhue Wind, LLC. The current majority owner of Goodhue 

Wind, LLC is National Wind, LLC (National Wind), which is a Minnesota limited 

liability company. Depending upon National Wind’s capitalization strategy, 

National Wind could reduce this holding to about 30-40% by raising investment 

funding from the community. Upon full capitalization, Goodhue Wind, LLC, will be 

owned by National Wind and a group of local landowners and investors. 

Landowners that sign lease agreements with National Wind will also 

receive an ownership interest in the Project. It is anticipated that by the time the 

Project is construction ready, local investors and landowners will own at least 60-

70% of the Project. All of National Wind’s C‐BED wind farms benefit from the 

community’s participation as investors, owners and advisors. Landowners will 

have the opportunity to join the LLC either by investing at the private placement 

offering or by accepting units in the LLC in exchange for site control.
3
 

 

Regarding financing, the application stated, somewhat differently: 

                                                 
1
 PUC Docket 08-1233, Cover letter p. 1, and Application p. ii. 

5587850  
PUBLIC  08-1233  

 
WS 

GOODHUE 

WIND, LLC 

INITIAL FILING--SITE PERMIT 

APPLICATION  
10/24/2008 

 
2
 Id., p. 1. 

3
 Id., p. 3. 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&sortColHeader=receivedDate&userType=public#%7B872B2A59-148B-483B-9C81-D8755B86A3B1%7D
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Goodhue Wind is in the process of capitalizing the Project by raising adequate 

development capital from the community, Minnesota residents, and through its 

own financing of the Project.  Financing is not a risk to initiation of construction 

because of National Wind’s prior track record in obtaining such financing, a 

construction loan, and/or a turbine supply loan prior to construction of the 

Project, if necessary. The Project will ultimately be financed at or after the 

COD. 

… 

Goodhue Wind will be responsible for financing all pre-development, 

development, and construction activities. Goodhue Wind anticipates financing the 

cost of all pre-development activities through internal funds and investment 

funding. Construction will be financed with third-party investment funding. 

 

Permanent financing will be provided with third-party sources of debt and equity 

capital. Goodhue Wind, LLC will be owned by National Wind and a group of 

local landowners and investors. By the time the Project is construction ready, it is 

anticipated that local landowners and investors will own approximately 60% of 

the Project.
4
 

 
One year later, an Amended Application was filed, providing less information than the initial 

application and characterizing the organizational and ownership structure this way: 

 

The Applicant is Goodhue Wind, LLC, a Minnesota limited liability company. 

Currently, a large number of Goodhue area landowners are participating in the 

Project as investors. Additionally, over 80 landowners have signed leases or 

participation agreements with Goodhue Wind. Once constructed, Goodhue Wind, 

LLC will own, operate and maintain the Project throughout its life, 

which is anticipated to be at least 20-30 years. Goodhue Wind expects to begin 

construction of the Project in mid 2010 and begin commercial operation by the 

end of 2010.  

 

Goodhue Wind has received a resolution of support from Goodhue County and is 

in the process of being certified as a Community-Based Energy Development (C-

BED) certification from the State of Minnesota. The Goodhue County 

Commissioner’s meeting minutes reflect this approval.
5
 

 
The Amended Application also provided less information on financing: 

 

Goodhue Wind is being developed with dollars raised from C-BED eligible 

individuals and local entities, including National Wind. Construction and 

                                                 
4
 Id., p. 21. 

5
 Amended Application, p. 3-4. 

200910-

43024-04  

PUBLIC  08-1233  
 
WS 

GOODHUE WIND 

LLC 

OTHER--AMENDED 

FILING  
10/19/2009 

 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&sortColHeader=receivedDate&userType=public#%7B02588589-D823-49B4-807D-BE96B4E99C2E%7D
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&sortColHeader=receivedDate&userType=public#%7B02588589-D823-49B4-807D-BE96B4E99C2E%7D
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permanent financing will be provided by an equity partner. Goodhue Wind is 

currently evaluating proposals from prospective equity partners. This equity  

partner is necessary to monetize the federal tax incentives available to wind 

projects.
6
 

 

On August 18, 2008, Goodhue Wind, LLC, was organized as an LLC, Secretary of State File 

Number 2974544-2, with the business address the same as National Wind, LLC.  On December 

18, 2009, the name of the LLC was changed to GW Community Holdings, LLC, and on 

February 1, 2011, the Registered Office and/or Agent was changed to Peter Mastic, 706 Second 

Ave. So., Suite 1200, Minneapolis, MN  55402 (the newer National Wind address).  Exhibit A, 

Goodhue Wind, LLC. 

 

In November, 2008, a Prospectus was issued by “Goodhue Wind, LLC.”  The Prospectus directs 

all questions to “Ryan Pelstring with Delphi Financial Corporation” at the National Wind 

address at 3033 Excelsior Blvd., Minneapolis.  Funds were to be held in an interest-bearing 

account with “Private Bank Minnesota.”  Exhibit B, Goodhue Wind Prospectus (selected)
7
.  The 

prospectus is in the name of “Goodhue Wind” and not Ventem Energy, LLC.  The Prospectus 

admits that National Wind and Delphi Financial are related entities, and the prospectus provides 

information on principal Patrick William Pelstring. 

 

Delphi Financial Corporation was incorporated on October 24, 1989, registered at the Secretary 

of State with CEO listed as Jack Levi, 3033 Excelsior Blvd., Suite 515 and 525.  Delphi 

Financial had name changes on November 29, 1989, June 29, 1990, and changes to the Office 

and/or Agent on December 17, 1993, January 4, 1996, March 13, 1997, March 3, 1999, and 

finally October 20, 2008, when it became Delphi Financial Corporation.  Exhibit C, Delphi 

Financial, LLC, Secretary of State screen.   

 

Private Bank Minnesota is located in Minneapolis and according to Investigative Reporting 

Workshop has a high and growing “troubled asset” ratio.  Exhibit D, Private Bank Minnesota, 

Troubled Asset Ratio, published by Investigative Reporting Workshop. 

 

On January 13, 2009, US SEC Form D was filed by Leon Steinberg, “Executive Officer” and 

“Director” of National Wind, LLC, 3033 Excelsior Blvd., Minneapolis, revealing a Total 

Offering Amount of $2,300,000.00, the first sale on December 15, 2008, and of which the Total 

Amount Sold as of the filing date was $2,000,000.00.  Exhibit E, Form D, National Wind, LLC.  

This filing lists Pat William Pelstring as a “related person,” “Executive Officer” and “Director.”  

The form also lists “0” sales commissions. 

 

On October 1, 2009, US SEC Form D was filed by Leon Steinberg, “Executive Officer” of 

Goodhue Wind, LLC, 3033 Excelsior Blvd., Minneapolis, revealing a Total Offering Amount of 

$999,999.00 noting that “First Sale Yet to Occur.”  Exhibit F, Form D, Goodhue Wind.  The 

                                                 
6
 Id., p. 20. 

7
 The complete prospectus can be found online in PUC Docket 09-1186:  

200912-

45145-02  

PUBLIC  09-1186  
 

CN 
GOODHUE WIND 

TRUTH 

COMMENTS--EXHIBIT A - 

PROSPECTUS  
12/17/2009 

  

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&sortColHeader=onbehalfof&userType=public#%7B0981766B-92D9-4FD9-BDE3-38435953DC2F%7D
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&sortColHeader=onbehalfof&userType=public#%7B0981766B-92D9-4FD9-BDE3-38435953DC2F%7D


 

~ 7 ~ 
 

2008 Prospectus lists the offering as $1,000,020.00.  Ryan Patrick Pelstring, upon information 

and belief the son of Patrick Pelstring, National Wind, who was listed as the contact person for 

Delphi Financial in the Prospectus, was listed on Form D as the “Broker or Dealer” at “Cedar 

Point Capital, LLC” using an address different than the National Wind address in the Prospectus, 

“600 Hwy. 169 South, Suite 701, St. Louis Park, MN  55426.”  The Secretary of State has no 

active or inactive listing for “Cedar Point Capital, LLC” and prior names for Delphi Financial 

Corporation, terminated in August, 2012, are not available on line.  This Form D lists Sales 

Commissions of an estimated $130,000.00, or 13% of the offering. 

 

On November 20, 2009, Xcel Energy filed a “Renewable Energy Purchase Agreement” 

(hereinafter “PPAs”) for Goodhue Wind, LLC Goodhue Wind Farm North and Goodhue Wind 

Farm South, PUC Dockets E002/M-09-1349 and E002/M-09-1350.  The PPAs were 

subsequently approved by the Commission.  These PPAs contain specific language regarding C-

BED status, ownership structure and change of control.  Exhibit G, PPA (selected).  Seller is to 

describe the ownership of the project in PPA Exhibit H, but no description was included and 

PPA Exhibit H contained only the required copy of the 2008 Goodhue County Resolution. 

 

From the Commission approved PPA, p. 50, regarding C-BED status: 

 

(F) The ownership structure of Seller satisfies all of the requirements for C-BED 

Eligibility. Seller’s owners all satisfy the requirements of a C-BED Project 

pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 216B.1612, Subd. 2(f). Exhibit H hereto 

includes a description of such ownership structure, and Seller shall update Exhibit 

H any time the ownership structure changes. Seller has obtained a resolution of 

support adopted by the county board (or applicable Tribal council) for each 

county/reservation on which any portion of the C-BED Project will be located. 

Exhibit H includes a copy of such resolution. 

 

Beginning on p. 56: 

 

19.3 Chanqe of Control. 

 

(A) As a condition of approval for any contemplated change of control, Seller shall 

provide reasonable assurances that after such change of control Seller or its permitted 

assigns will maintain C-BED Eligibility and Seller shall reaffirm all representations and 

warranties set forth in Section 15.1 as true and correct as of completion of such change 

of control. 

 

(B) Any direct or indirect change of control of (i) Seller or (ii) any Affiliate of Seller that 

is a direct or indirect parent entity of Seller (except for an Ultimate Parent Entity as 

defined under Section 7A of the Clayton Act, 15 U.S.C. 18a, aka the Hart-Scott-Rodino 

Antitrust Improvements Act of 1976), whether voluntary or by operation of law (a 

"Change of Control"), shall require the prior written consent of NSP, which shall not be 

unreasonably withheld; provided, however, that notwithstanding any other remedy, in no 

circumstance does NSP have the obligation to consent to any Change of Control prior to 

the issuance and expiration of the PFT Notice. Any change in ownership of Seller or of 
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the Facility (whether by assignment of this PPA or otherwise) shall not be undertaken 

unless and until Seller provides commercially reasonable assurances that (i) after such 

Change of Control, Seller will maintain C-BED Eligibility and (ii) Seller reaffirms all 

representations and warranties set forth in Section 15.1 as true and correct as of 

completion of such Change of Control. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, a 

Change of Control shall not include:(i) a change of control of the ultimate parent entity 

of Seller: (ii) the principle financing obtained by Seller or its Affiliates on or prior to the 

Commercial Operation Date sufficient to enable construction and operation of the 

Facility; and (iii) any "flip" of economic and voting rights triggered in Seller’s 

organization documents arising from the tax credit financing of the Facility. 

 

(C) Seller’s direct and indirect parents (including Seller’s Ultimate Parent Entity) as of 

the date of this PPA are set forth on Exhibit F hereto. 

 

(D) Pending Facility Transaction. 

 

1. For purposes of this PPA, a "Pending Facility Transaction" ("PFT") means (i) any 

Change of Control of Seller, (ii) the issuance by Seller or any of its Affiliates of a request 

for proposals or the response by Seller or any of its Affiliates to a request for proposal) 

or similar process (e.g., auction) for the purchase or sale of the Facility or any groups of 

assets or equity interests that includes the Facility, (iii) the commencement by Seller or 

any of its Affiliates of substantive negotiations with any third party with respect to the 

sale of the Facility or any groups of assets or equity interests that includes the Facility, 

or (iv) the execution by Seller or any of its Affiliates of any letter of intent, memorandum 

of understanding or similar document, whether or not legally binding, that contemplates 

the sale of the Facility or any groups of assets or equity interests that includes the 

Facility. A "Pending Facility Transaction" does not include (i) a Change of Control 

involving the Ultimate Parent Entity of Seller; (ii) any refinance or other change in the 

debt or equity structure of Seller or any of its Affiliates; (iii) the financing obtained on or 

prior to the Commercial Operation Date to construct and develop the Facility; or (iv) 

any "flip" of economic and voting rights triggered in Seller’s organization documents 

arising from the tax credit financing of the Facility. 

 

2. Seller shall give to NSP at least thirty (30) Days’ prior written notice of any Pending 

Facility Transaction (a "PFT Notice"). Any PFT Notice shall include a fair summary of 

Seller’s plans with respect to the Facility in connection with the proposed Pending 

Facility Transaction, to the extent then known by Seller. Seller shall have no obligation to 

sell nor shall NSP have any obligation to purchase the Facility, following any PFT 

Notice. Upon expiration of the PFT Notice, Seller and its Affiliates shall be free for a 

period of nine (9) months thereafter to proceed with the transaction that was subject to 

the PFT Notice. If Seller and its Affiliates have not closed the proposed Pending Facility 

Transaction within such nine (9) month period, this Section 19.3(C) shall again apply to 

any proposed Pending Facility Transaction. 
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3. NSP shall not be obligated to provide Seller with any consent or other document in 

connection with this PPA until Seller has provided the PFT Notice required by this 

Section 19.3(C). 

 

Further, on p. 57: 

 

19.5 Transfer Without Consent is Null and Void. Any sale, transfer or assignment of any 

interest in the Facility or in this PPA made without fulfilling the requirements of this PPA 

shall be null and void and shall constitute an Event of Default pursuant to Article 12. 

 

“Renewable Energy Purchase Agreement” (hereinafter “PPAs”) for Goodhue Wind, LLC 

Goodhue Wind Farm North and Goodhue Wind Farm South, PUC Dockets E002/M-09-1349 and 

E002/M-09-1350.   Similar consent to assignment or transfer and financial assurance provisions 

are found in the MISO Interconnection Agreement, and Goodhue Wind Truth can find no 

evidence of a request for or a transfer or assignment.  See MISO Interconnection Agreement, §§ 

6.1; 7.1; 9.1(d) and Article 17. 

 

On December 14, 2009, AWA Goodhue LLC was formed, using a CT Corporation System, Inc. 

as the Registered Agent and Office Address, with a Business Mailing Address of 8117 Preston 

Road, Suite 200, Dallas Tex  75225, and organized by Walker Clarke, 600 Travis, Suite 3400 , 

Houston, TX 77002.  See New Era Wind Farm filing October 12, 2012 Response to October 11, 

2012 Information Requests, Attachment. 

 

On December 18, 2009, the name of Goodhue Wind, LLC was changed to GW Community 

Holdings, LLC.  See Exhibit A, Goodhue Wind, LLC, Filing History. 

 

In January 2010, the parties to the PUC’s Goodhue Wind dockets were notified that ownership 

was “finalized” and that it had entered into a financing agreement with American Wind Alliance, 

LLC, and “formed a new project limited liability company, AWA Goodhue.”  This letter also 

states that assets “are” being transferred to AWA Goodhue.  The characterization on the AWA 

Goodhue provided organizational chart below shows the Goodhue Wind, LLC and AWA 

Goodhue as a one way connection.  The January 2010 missive of AWA Goodhue also stated that 

financing was secured.  Record, PUC eDockets 08-1233, AWA Goodhue Comments, January 

22, 2010. 
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On February 12, 2010, AWA Goodhue, LLC filed Comments with this “Ownership Chart” for 

AWA Goodhue, LLC: 

 
On February 18, 2010, Xcel Energy filed “Corrected” PPAs with the Commission.

9
 

 

Despite the Applicant’s claim in its January 22, 2010 letter that a formal amendment to the Site 

Permit Application or other filing was not necessary “at this stage in the permitting process,” just 

one week after the “Corrected” PPA was filed with the Commission, Xcel Energy found the 

change legally significant sufficient to bring this name change to the PUC for amendment both 

of the Goodhue Wind/AWA Goodhue Power Purchase Agreement dockets.
10

   

                                                 
8
  

20101-

46318-01  

PUBLIC  08-1233  
 

WS AWA GOODHUE, LLC COMMENTS  01/22/2010 

 
9  

20102-

47189-01  

TRADE 

SECRET  
09-1350  

 
M 

XCEL 

ENERGY 

OTHER--

NONPUBGOODHUECORRECTION.PDF  
02/18/2010 

20102-

47189-02  

PUBLIC  09-1350  
 

M 
XCEL 

ENERGY 

OTHER--

PUBLICGOODHUECORRECTION.PDF  
02/18/2010 

 
10 PUC Docket 09-1349, 09-1350:  

20102-

47429-04  

PUBLIC  09-1349  
 

M 
XCEL 

ENERGY 

OTHER--AMENDMENT TO 

GOODHUE WIND PPA-PUBLIC  
02/24/2010 

20102-

47429-03  

PUBLIC  09-1350  
 

M 
XCEL 

ENERGY 

OTHER--AMENDMENT TO 

GOODHUE WIND PPA-PUBLIC  
02/24/2010 

 

https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&sortColHeader=receivedDate&userType=public#%7BEACDAB62-1E80-4185-8C9B-E78C19CB7011%7D
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&sortColHeader=receivedDate&userType=public#%7BEACDAB62-1E80-4185-8C9B-E78C19CB7011%7D
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&userType=public#%7BFBF7DAF8-4943-461B-BEBF-417EA36E852E%7D
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&userType=public#%7BFBF7DAF8-4943-461B-BEBF-417EA36E852E%7D
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&userType=public#%7BE893B26E-58B5-401D-897F-31B77805E9DA%7D
https://www.edockets.state.mn.us/EFiling/edockets/searchDocuments.do?method=eDocketsResult&userType=public#%7BE893B26E-58B5-401D-897F-31B77805E9DA%7D
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The amended PPAs also contain the “Change of Control” language on pps. 56-57. 

 

In the Siting Docket contested case, Record Exhibit 14, a document by “Goodhue Wind LLC,” 

using a National Wind address of 3033 Excelsior Blvd., Minneapolis, states at the top and 

bottom “managed by National Wind.”  See Exhibit H, Record Exhibit 14; see also Testimony of 

Mark Ward (selected). 

 

 
Exhibit H; see also Direct Testimony of Mark Ward, p. 4 (PUC Docket 08-1233)(filed January, 

2011).
11

 

 

On June 28, 2010, Ventem Energy, LLC was formed and filed with the Secretary of State.  The 

Registered Agent is Richard D. Gorman, with an Office Address of 454 West 4
th

 Street, Red 

Wing, MN  55066 (address of Vogel and Gorman).  Exhibit I, Ventem Energy, LLC.  Ventum 

Energy, as above, is “an entity comprised of the area residents and landowners who originally 

invested money in the project.”  Note the characterization of the connection between Ventum 

and AWA Goodhue on the chart below. 

 

On February 1, 2011, the Registered Office and/or Agent was changed to Peter Mastic, 706 

Second Avenue South, Suite 1200, Minneapolis, MN  55402.  See Exhibit A, Goodhue Wind, 

LLC, Filing History. 

 

On June 30, 2011, the Commission deliberated and granted a Siting Permit for the AWA 

Goodhue wind project (08-1233).  The written Order was issued on August 23, 2011. 

 

                                                 
11

 In the ALJ’s Report in that Contested Case, the ALJ incorrectly stated in Finding 10 that “[t]he Applicant owns 

National Wind, LLC, a development company headquartered in Minneapolis,” citing Ex. 3, Burdick Direct at 1.  

ALJ Report, p. 4.  AWA Goodhue noted this error in its exceptions, but the error was not corrected by the 

Commission.  Exceptions p. 1-2. 
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In December, 2011, National Wind was acquired by Trishe Wind of India, and Trishe rejected 

development of the Goodhue Wind Project.  Exhibit J, Goodhue County Wind Project Developer 

acquired by Indian Company, Rochester Post Bulletin, September 20, 2012; Exhibit K, Trishe 

Wind Energy of India Acquire American National Wind, Power Insider, September 30, 2012. 

 

On February 3, 2012, PUC Staff sent an Information Request 1 to AWA, which responded that 

same day.
12

  On March 19, 2012, PUC Staff, served Information Request 2, with subparts, to 

AWA Goodhue, filed in the Power Purchase Agreement dockets, 09-1349 and 09-1350.
13

 

 

On March 23, 2012, Fredrickson & Byron filed, on behalf of AWA Goodhue LLC, responses to 

the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission Information Request No. 2.  That response included 

the following chart as the organizational structure, characterizing the relationships differently: 

 

Compare the March 23, 2010 organizational chart with the February 23, 2010 chart: 
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The organizational chart above separates out the qualifying owners, now housed under Ventem 

Energy, LLC, with a one way arrow to AWA Goodhue, LLC.  GW Community Holdings, LLC 

is separated out, labeled “Development Fee” and has a one way arrow to AWA Goodhue, LLC. 

 

In July, 2012, Peter Mastic, former CEO of National Wind, was “let go” by Trishe Wind.  

Exhibit J, Post Bulletin; see Exhibit L, T. Boone Pickens departs state wind project, October 12, 

2012. Star Tribune; see also Exhibit K, Trishe Wind Energy of India Acquire American National 

Wind, Power Insider, September 30, 2012. 

 

On August 1, 2012, Delphi Financial Corporation was dissolved. Exhibit C, Delphi Financial, 

LLC, Secretary of State screen. 

 

On August 3, 2012, Ventum Energy, the entity housing the “qualifying owners,” was 

administratively terminated.  Exhibit I, Ventem Energy, LLC.  Note the connection between 

Ventem and AWA Goodhue on the “organizational chart” was one way.  

 

At the end of September, 2012, it was disclosed that “a development agreement between 

National Wind and the American Wind Alliance with respect to the 78 MW Goodhue project in 

Minnesota has been terminated as of the end of August.”   

 

Vivek Mittal, president of Trishe Wind Energy and National Wind, is serving as acting 

CEO of National Wind.  He replaces Peter Mastic, who is no longer employed by 

National Wind.  The acquisition occurred in December 2011.  “National Wind and 

Trishe, as part of the acquisition process, extensively engaged with all stakeholders, 

including community members, in projects where National Wind had a stake,” National 

Wind stated.  “As such, with one private company acquiring another private company it 

was deemed not necessary to issue a press release.” 

 

Exhibit K, Trishe Wind Energy of India Acquire American National Wind, Power Insider, 

September 30, 2012.  It is not clear when Mittal replaced Mastic as CEO of National Wind. 

 

In September, 2012, the December, 2011, National Wind was acquired by Trishe Wind Energy, 

based in India.  Exhibit J, Post Bulletin; Exhibit K, Trishe Wind Energy of India Acquire 

American National Wind, Power Insider, September 30, 2012.  “It appears the move was never 

officially communicated to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission.”  Id. 

 

Both Peter Mastic and Attorney Christina Brusven made multiple Compliance Filings with the 

Commission after December, 2011, including regular reports of complaints regarding the project, 

a “Good Faith Report” and bird and bat monitoring information.   

 

On September 17, 2012, for example, Peter Mastic signed and filed a Compliance Filing, 

representing “AWA Goodhue” on a differently styled letterhead with no address, and using a 

Mesa Power phone number, despite his not being employed by National Wind, Tishe Wind, 

AWA Goodhue, American Wind Alliance or Mesa Power.  This filing triggered questions by 
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people monitoring this docket, calls to the phone number provided, and comments to the 

Commission. 
14

 

 

On September 20, Burl Haar of the PUC sent a letter and filed it on eDockets requesting 

information about ownership.
15

  On October 11, 2012, the PUC issued Information Requests 

regarding ownership of the project.
16

 

 

On October 12, 2012, the Star Tribune reported that T. Boone Pickens’ American Wind Alliance 

had sold its interest in the wind project, and that Mesa Power is “redeploying its wind 

development efforts.”  Exhibit L, T. Boone Pickens departs state wind project, Star Tribune.  In 

this article, Mastic states that: 

 

 Mastic is the sole employee and owner of New Era Wind Farm. 

 Mastic “intends” to pursue the project with the help of a local advisory board and, 

eventually, local investors. 

 

Id. (emphasis added). 

 

On October 12, 2012, “New Era Windfarm, LLC,” with no person’s name provided, frames the 

change this way: 

 

New Era Wind Farm, LLC is pleased to announce its recent name change. 
Following the acquisition of 100% of the membership interests in AWA 
Goodhue, LLC from American Wind Alliance, LLC of Dallas TX, the local 
community advisory board selected the name New Era Wind Farm, LLC to 
reflect its commitment to developing this 78 MW wind energy project as a 
community-based project. 

 

Exhibit N, New Era Windfarm Press Release, October 12, 2012. 

 

On October 16, 2012, Finance and Commerce published an article regarding the ownership 

change, reporting on ownership of the project and quoting Peter Mastic: 

 

Peter Mastic is listed as the sole owner of New Era Wind Farm LLC, which took over 

from AWA Goodhue LLC. He said he has a significant number of advisory board 

members who live in the area. 

 

"It's our intent to develop this together," he said. 
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Eventually, those board members could be co-owners of the 78 megawatt project, he 

said. 

 

Exhibit M, Goodhue Wind Project Sees Shakeup, Finance & Commerce (emphasis added). 

 

On October 17, 2012, Rep. Drazkowski, Rep. Kelly, and Sen. Howe filed a letter with the 

Commission requesting review of C-BED status for the AWA Goodhue project.
17

 

 

On October 31, 2012, the PUC staff issued additional information requests, corrected for the 

name on November 1, 2012, regarding ownership and C-BED status in each of the for dockets 

above-captioned.
18

 

 

The ownership of the Goodhue Wind Project has changed over the years, and recent changes 

have not been disclosed to the Commission or the public.   

 

No request has been made to transfer the siting permit to New Era Windfarm, LLC,, and the 

Power Purchase Agreements have not been amended, as they were when ownership changed to 

“AWA Goodhue.”   

 

The “qualifying owner” entity, Ventem, LLC, has been dissolved as of August, 2012, and the 

Commission was not notified.   

 

National Wind was purchased by Trishe Wind of India in December, 2011, and the Goodhue 

Wind Project was not taken on by Trishe.  This was discovered in media reports, and the 

Commission was not notified, despite numerous compliance filings since the December 11, 2011 

sale to Trishe.  

 

T. Boone Pickens’ Mesa Power and American Wind Alliance, previously financing the project 

and providing turbines, has “sold” the project to Peter Mastic, former CEO of National Wind, 

operating out of Post Office boxes in Goodhue, Minnesota and Incline Village, Nevada.  There is 

no documentation available regarding the terms of this sale.  Like the Trishe acquisition of 

National Wind, the change in project ownership was discovered in media reports.  The 

Commission was not notified of this change, and no filings have been made at the Commission 

to transfer the AWA Goodhue Siting Permit, Certificate of Need, or Power Purchase 

Agreements.  

 

At this time, few of the entities named in the organizational chart have any ownership or 

contractual interest in the Goodhue Wind project, and as detailed above and in exhibits, some 

entities previously involved no longer exist.   

 

A crude update of the organizational chart shows how extensive these changes are: 

                                                 
1717

 See eDockets, 08-1233; 09-1186; 09-1349 and 09-1350. 
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Relief Requested: 

 

Minn. Stat. 216F.05(6) and Minn. R. 7854.1300, Subp. 3 provide for revocation or suspension of 

a site permit when violations of the permit or other requirements occur.  A permit may not be 

transferred without approval of the Commission.  Inn. R. 7854.1400; Site Permit §11.5.   

Transfer requires notice and a transfer request, and approval by the Commission, which requires 

a determine that the new owner can comply with the permit requirements. Complainants 

appreciate the Commission’s initiative in its Information Requests regarding ownership of the 

project.  We request that the Commission continue pursuing answers and initiate an investigation 

regarding ownership of the Goodhue Wind Project, hold a public hearing as provided by Minn. 

R. 7854.1400, Subp. 2, require proof of compliance with permit, and make a determination 

regarding ownership, and, if the Commission determines that ownership has changed, to Order 

the new owner to Petition for amendment of the Siting Permit, the Certificate of Need, and the 

Power Purchase Agreements.  Minn. R. 7854.1400, AWA Goodhue Siting Permit §11.5. 

 

Because this project has gone through so many permutations, and has been delayed so many 

times since the site permit application in 2008, Complainants also request that the  commission 

require that this C-BED project provide sufficient security to secure performance under the 

power purchase agreement.  Minn. Stat. §216B.1612, Subd. 3(c). 

 

The Complaint requests that should the transfer of ownership be applied for and approved, that 

conditions be placed on the permit, specifically: 
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 Ownership be specifically disclosed. 

 All permits, certificates and agreements, including site permit, be amended to reflect 

ownership. 

 Any future changes in ownership be pre-approved by the Commission. 

 Provision of sufficient security to secure performance under the PPAs. 

 

Given the history and performance of developers and owners of this project, however, the 

Complainants request that the Commission find that violation of the permit and other 

requirements has occurred and that the Commission revoke the AWA Goodhue Siting Permit.  

Minn. Stat. 216F.05(6); Minn. R. 7854.1300, Subp. 3. 

 

II. CHANGE IN OWNERSHIP SUCH THAT THIS IS NO LONGER A “C-BED” 

PROJECT - Minn. Stat. §216B.1612, Subd. 2(c), (d), (h). 

 

The Complaint and allegations above are incorporated in this section as if fully related here. 

 

Peter Mastic has been quoted in articles that it is his intention to “eventually” have some share of 

local ownership, but at this time, there are no qualifying owners.  Minn. Stat. §216B.1612, subd. 

2(c) (2007).  Further, there are no identifiable qualifying revenue or beneficiaries.  Minn. Stat. 

§216B.1612, Subd. 2(c), (d)(2012).  In the March 23, 2012 responses to Commission 

Information Requests, it was stated that the project does not have financing and is unable to state 

with certainty information that would be determinative of C-BED status. 

 

Whether under the 2007 or 2010 version of the C-BED statute, this project does not qualify.  

Minn. Stat. §216B.1612, Subd. 2(h).  Without local ownership and without commitment of 

revenues to local recipients, it is difficult to imagine a scenario under which this project could 

become a C-BED project.  This project was first applied for in 2008, it is now 2012, there are no 

financing arrangements, no turbines, and after four years of delay after delay, the project has not 

advanced, not even sufficiently to determine whether it is a C-BED project.  The developer or 

owner thus far refuses to declare under which C-BED law it seeks a determination.  By default 

the prior C-BED determination by Goodhue County and the Dept. of Commerce are invalid. 

 
Relief Requested: 

 

Complainants request that the Commission initiate an investigation regarding the current form, 

organization and the Community Based Energy Development status of the Goodhue Wind 

Project, follow up on the Commission initiated Information Requests, hold a public hearing as 

provided by Minn. R. 7854.1400, Subp. 2, require proof of compliance with permit, and further 

request that the Commission and the Department of Commerce make a determination regarding 

C-BED status, and, if the Commission determines that C-BED status have changed, to Order the 

new owner to make its election under the 2007 or 2010 C-BED statute. 

 

Minn. Stat. 216F.05(6) and Minn. R. 7854.1300, Subp. 3 provide for revocation or suspension of 

a site permit when violations of the permit or other requirements occur, as authorized under 

Minn. Stat. §216F.05(6).  The Complaint requests that the Commission make Findings of Fact 
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and a determination that this project in its present form is not a C-BED project, that the C-BED 

resolution of Goodhue County and the Dept. of Commerce C-BED determination are invalid and 

inapplicable to this project in its current form, and that the C-BED siting permit be revoked. 

 

III.       TRANSFER OF PERMIT PROHIBITED FOR “C-BED” PROJECT – Minn.   

Stat. §216B.1612, Subd. 3(c) 

 
The Complaint and allegations above are incorporated in this section as if fully related here. 

 

Minnesota Law is clear in its prohibition of transfer of a C-BED permit if the project would no 

longer qualify as a C-Bed project: 

 
The commission shall require that C-BED projects provide sufficient security to secure 

performance under the power purchase agreement, and shall prohibit transfer of a C-BED 

project during the initial term of a power purchase agreement if the transfer will result in 

the project no longer qualifying under subdivision 2, paragraph (h). 

 

Minn. Stat. §216B.1612, Subd. 3(c). 

 
Relief Requested: 

 

Complainants request, as above, that the Commission initiate an investigation regarding 

Community Based Energy Development status of the Goodhue Wind Project and whether, due to 

non-compliance with the C-BED statute, a transfer of the permit is prohibited under Minn. Stat. 

§216B.1612, Subd. 3(c).  Complainants request the Commission follow up on its Information 

Requests, hold a public hearing as provided by Minn. R. 7854.1400, Subp. 2, require proof of 

compliance with permit, and that the Commission make a determination regarding whether a 

transfer of the permit is prohibited. 

 

Complainants request that the Commission make Findings of Fact and determine that the transfer 

of this permit is prohibited. 

 
IV.       FALSE STATEMENTS IN SUBMISSIONS TO COMMISSION – Minn. R. 

7854.1300, Subp. 3 

 
The Complaint and allegations above are incorporated in this section as if fully related here. 

 

Minnesota law provides that a permit can be revoked upon a request by any person: 

The commission may revoke a site permit for an LWECS at any time if the commission determines 

that any of the following has occurred: 

A. the applicant knowingly made a false statement in the application or in accompanying 

statements or studies required of the applicant, if a true statement would have warranted a 

change in the commission's findings; 

Minn. R. 7854.1300, Subp. 3. Permit revocation. 
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The commission may initiate action to consider amendment or revocation of a site permit for an 

LWECS on its own initiative or upon the request of any person. No site permit may be amended 

or revoked without first providing notice and affording due process to the permit holder. 

Minn. R. 7854.1300, Subp. 4, Procedure. 

Throughout this proceeding, false statements and misrepresentations have been made, 

documented in the filings with the Commission, at the OAH public hearing in Goodhue presided 

over by ALJ Lipman, at the environmental scoping meeting in March 2010 presided over by 

project EFP staff Larry Hartman, and called into question by local governments including 

Goodhue County, Belle Creek and Minneola Townships, legislators, citizen commenters, parties, 

and participants, and reported in the local press.  

 

Examples of these false statements that may have warranted a change in the Commission’s 

findings include the many incorrect statements made regarding siting of turbines: 

 

 On December 4, 2008, Goodhue County gave the Goodhue Wind Project a Resolution of 

Support.  Geronimo Wind asked for and received a Resolution of Support from Goodhue 

County in January, 2009.  Both wind companies were in close communication, attending 

local and state PUC meetings in tandem.  Both companies gave Goodhue County 

identical project site maps, a misrepresentation of development plans, and requested 

Resolutions of Support.  Later, National Wind would come to develop Belle Creek 

Township and extended its footprint into Minneola Township to the south. 

 

 In 2008, “Goodhue Wind “ a Minnesota limited liability company, with investors 

composed of Minnesota residents.  “Ownership” was not disclosed.  A majority of the 

financial benefit was to accrue to the local owners.  As a C-BED project, the Goodhue 

School was to benefit from the wind project, but the legislature repealed benefits to local 

schools away in a later statutory iteration of C-BED.  At a county meeting, citizens also 

pointed out that land with a turbine on it was still taxed at existing Ag rates.  Job numbers 

from the Project have been elusive. 

 

 The initial maps presented for the Goodhue Wind project in early 2009 were determined 

to be “false statements” representing the project area.  See maps, docket 08-1233.  False 

statements about the project area and land under contract were made to the public at a 

September, 2009 public meeting sponsored by the Goodhue County Commissioners.   

Statements about the project area and land under contract were still at issue at a 

November, 2009 County Board Meeting.   

 

 An enlarged site map was displayed by Bruce McNamara, Belle Creek resident during his 

presentation time on the Goodhue County Board agenda November 17, 2009. 

 

Regarding ownership changes, there have also been false statements: 

 

In the March 23, 2012 response to Information Request #2 of Commission Staff, AWA Goodhue 

reiterated a statement in its response to IR #1 that “there have been no changes to the project’s 
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ownership or financing structure since the Commission issued its April 28, 2010 Order that 

impact the project company’s original C-BED analysis or its C-BED eligibility.”  IR 2, p. 1.  The 

sale of National Wind to Trishe Wind in December, 2011, and T. Boone Picken’s sale of the 

project on an unknown date, call into question the statement 1 that “there have been no changes 

to the project’s ownership or financing structure since the Commission issued its April 28, 2010 

Order that impact the project company’s original C-BED analysis or its C-BED eligibility.” 

 

On September 17, 2012, for example, Peter Mastic signed and filed a Compliance Filing, 

representing “AWA Goodhue” on a differently styled letterhead with no address, and using a 

Mesa Power phone number, despite his not being employed by National Wind, Tishe Wind, 

AWA Goodhue, American Wind Alliance or Mesa Power.  This filing triggered questions by 

people monitoring the docket, calls to the phone number, and comments to the Commission. 
19

 

 

This pattern of false statements spills over to affect the process, mission, and standards of the 

Commission.  The litany of repeated false statements prevented reasonable, informed decision-

making by the Commission, and may well have warranted a different decision.   

 

Relief Requested: 

 

Complainants request, as above, that the Commission initiate an investigation regarding false 

statements regarding the Goodhue Wind Project, require proof of compliance with permit, and 

whether accurate information would have warranted a different decision by the Commission.  

Minn. Stat. §216F.05(6); Minn. R. 7854.1300, Subp. 3. 

 

Complainants request that the Commission make Findings of Fact and determine that the permit 

should be revoked due to false statements in this proceeding.  Minn. Stat. §216F.05(6); Minn. R. 

7854.1300, Supb. 3. 

 

Respectfully submitted,          

                                                                        
November 13, 2012     __________________________________ 

       Carol A. Overland        #254617 

       Attorney for Complainant 

         Legalectric – OVERLAND LAW OFFICE 

       1110 West Avenue 

       Red Wing, MN  55066 

       (612) 227-8638     

overland@legalectric.org  
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Exhibit A 

 

Secretary of State screen for file 2974544-2  

Goodhue Wind, LLC, and G W Community Holdings, LLC 



Home (/) Search (/Business/Search) Filings (/Business/Filings)

Business Type
Limited Liability Company (Domestic)

MN Statute
322B

File Number
2974544-2

Home Jurisdiction
Minnesota

Filing Date
08/18/2008

Status
Active / In Good Standing

Renewal Due Date:
12/31/2013

Registered Office Address
706 Second Avenue South, Suite 1200
Mpls MN 55402
USA

Registered Agent(s)
(Optional) None provided

Manager
Peter Mastic
706 Second Avenue South, Suite 1200
Minneapolis MN 55402
USA

Principal Executive Office Address
706 Second Avenue South, Suite 1200
Minneapolis MN 55402
USA

Search » Business Filings

Business Record Details »

   

Minnesota Business Name

GW Community Holdings, LLC

Filing History

08/18/2008 Limited Liability Company (Domestic) Business Name

« Back to Search Results

File Amendment or Renewal (/Business/Amendments?filingGuid=f44db260-92d4-
e011-a886-001ec94ffe7f)

Order Copies

Order a Certificate (/Business/Certificates?businessMasterGuid=f44db260-92d4-
e011-a886-001ec94ffe7f&route=filing&productId=063dd338-fad3-e011-a886-001ec94ffe7f&

originalFilingGuid=8d04de38-4ad5-e011-a886-001ec94ffe7f)

Filing History Renewal History

Business Filing Details http://mblsportal.sos.state.mn.us/Business/SearchDetails?filingGuid=f4...

1 of 2 10/16/2012 1:50 PM



Office of the MN Secretary of State
Home Page
(http://www.sos.state.mn.us)

System Requirements

The MBLS application works with the
following web browsers:

Microsoft Internet Explorer
(version 7+)
Mozilla Firefox (version 3.5+)
Apple Safari (version 3+)
Google Chrome

Additional MBLS Information

Terms & Conditions
(http://www.sos.state.mn.us

/index.aspx?page=1667)
Contact Us

(http://www.sos.state.mn.us
/index.aspx?page=42)

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ)

(http://www.sos.state.mn.us
/index.aspx?page=12)

08/18/2008 Original Filing - Limited Liability Company (Domestic)

12/18/2009 Limited Liability Company (Domestic) Business Name

02/01/2011 Registered Office and/or Agent - Limited Liability Company (Domestic)

Copyright 2011 | Secretary of State of Minnesota | All rights reserved

Business Filing Details http://mblsportal.sos.state.mn.us/Business/SearchDetails?filingGuid=f4...

2 of 2 10/16/2012 1:50 PM



 



Exhibit B 

 

Goodhue Wind Prospectus (selected) 

 



























 



Exhibit C 

 

Secretary of State screen for file 6L-687 

Delphi Financial, LLC 

 



Home (/) Search (/Business/Search) Filings (/Business/Filings)

Business Type
Business Corporation (Domestic)

MN Statute
302A

File Number
6L-687

Home Jurisdiction
Minnesota

Filing Date
10/24/1989

Status
Inactive

Renewal Due Date:
12/31/2011

Registered Office Address
3003 Excelsior Blvd #515
Mpls MN 55416
USA

Number of Shares
1,000,000

Registered Agent(s)
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Private Bank Minnesota 

Troubled Asset Ratio, as of June 30, 2012 

Published by Investigative Reporting Ratio, screenshot October 23, 2012 
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Line item

Assets

Deposits

Loans

Loan loss provision

Profit

Capital

Reserves

Loans 90 days or more past due

Non-accruing loans

Other real estate owned

Capital plus reserves

Total troubled assets

June 30, 2011

$153,765,000

$135,257,000

$137,103,000

$627,000

$114,000

$16,975,000

$2,649,000

$0

$4,517,000

$1,754,000

$19,624,000

$6,271,000

June 30, 2012

$145,353,000

$124,555,000

$123,604,000

$412,000

$201,000

$16,435,000

$2,389,000

$0

$4,279,000

$2,459,000

$18,824,000

$6,738,000

HOW HEALTHY IS THIS BANK?

Private Bank Minnesota
H E AD Q U AR T E R E D  I N  M I N N E AP O L I S ,  M N

This bank is owned by Private Bancorporation, Inc., which has received money through the TARP program.

THE TROUBLED ASSET RATIO

1. A "troubled asset ratio" compares the sum of troubled assets with the sum of Tier 1 Capital plus Loan Loss

Reserves. Generally speaking, higher values in this ratio indicate that a bank is under more stress caused by loans

that are not paying as scheduled. Each bank graphic is on it's own scale: use caution when comparing two banks.

2. The graphs are for comparing this bank to the national median troubled asset ratio. Because the ratio varies so

widely among banks across the nation, the scale is not consistent from bank to bank and the graphs should not be

used to compare banks to one another.

FINANCIAL DETAILS FOR PRIVATE BANK MINNESOTA

Note: The Federal Deposit Insurance Corp. insures deposit accounts up to $250,000. The "troubled asset ratio" is not

an FDIC statistic. It is derived by adding the amounts of loans past due 90 days or more, loans in non-accrual status

and other real estate owned (primarily properties obtained through foreclosure) and dividing that amount by the bank's

capital and loan loss reserves. It is reported as a percentage. For example, a bank with $100,000 in "troubled assets"

and $1,000,000 in capital would have a "troubled asset ratio" of 10 percent. For a fuller explanation, see our

methodology.
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SEC Form D filed by National Wind, LLC  

Filed January 12, 2009 
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SEC Form D filed by Goodhue Wind, LLC  

Filed October 2, 2009 
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        <cik>0001455036</cik>
        <entityName>GOODHUE WIND LLC</entityName>
        <issuerAddress>
            <street1>3033 Excelsior Boulevard</street1>
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            <city>Minneapolis</city>
            <stateOrCountry>MN</stateOrCountry>
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            <isEquityType>true</isEquityType>
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            <clarificationOfResponse></clarificationOfResponse>
        </businessCombinationTransaction>
        <minimumInvestmentAccepted>0</minimumInvestmentAccepted>
        <salesCompensationList>
            <recipient>
                <recipientName>Ryan Patrick Pelstring</recipientName>
                <recipientCRDNumber>5282688</recipientCRDNumber>
                <associatedBDName>Cedar Point Capital, LLC</associatedBDName>
                <associatedBDCRDNumber>145116</associatedBDCRDNumber>
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                </recipientAddress>
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            </recipient>
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            <totalAmountSold>0</totalAmountSold>
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            <clarificationOfResponse></clarificationOfResponse>
        </offeringSalesAmounts>
        <investors>
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Goodhue Wind Project Amended PPA (selected, from February 28, 2010) 

Filed November 20, 2009 & February 28, 2010; Amended filed February 24, 2010 
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2.    violate any provision of law, rule, regulation, order, writ,
judgment, injunction, decree, determination or award currently in effect having
applicability to Seller or violate any provision in any formation documents of Seller, the
violation of which could have a material adverse effect on the ability of Seller to perform
its obligations under this PPA;

3.    result in a breach or constitute a default under Seller’s
formation documents or bylaws, or under any agreement relating to the management or
affairs of Seller or any indenture or loan or credit agreement, or any other agreement,
lease or instrument to which Seller is a party or by which Seller or its properties or
assets may be bound or affected, the breach or default of which could reasonably be
expected to have a material adverse effect on the ability of Seller to perform its
obligations under this PPA; or

4.    result in, or require the creation or imposition of any,
mortgage, deed of trust, pledge, lien, security interest or other charge or encumbrance
of any nature (other than as may be contemplated by this PPA) upon or with respect to
any of the assets or properties of Seller now owned or hereafter acquired, the creation
or imposition of which could reasonably be expected to have a material adverse effect
on the ability of Seller to perform its obligations under this PPA.

(C) This PPA is a valid and binding obligation of Seller, subject to the
contingencies identified in Section 6.2, except as enforcement may be limited by
bankruptcy, insolvency or similar laws affecting the right of creditors generally or by
general principles of equity.

(D) The execution and performance of this PPA will not conflict with or
constitute a material breach or default under any contract or agreement of any kind to
which Seller is a party or any judgment, order, statute or regulation that is applicable to
Seller or the Facility.

(E) To the best knowledge of Seller, and except for those permits,
consents, approvals, licenses and authorizations identified in Exhibit E, which Seller
anticipates will be obtained by Seller in the ordinary course of business, all permits,
consents, approvals, licenses, authorizations or other action required by any
Governmental Authority to authorize Seller’s execution, delivery and performance of this
PPA have been duly obtained and are in full force and effect.

(F) The ownership structure of Seller satisfies all of the requirements
for C-BED Eligibility. Seller’s owners all satisfy the requirements of a C-BED Project
pursuant to Minnesota Statutes Section 216B.1612, Subd. 2(f). Exhibit H hereto
includes a description of such ownership structure, and Seller shall update Exhibit H
any time the ownership structure changes. Seller has obtained a resolution of support
adopted by the county board (or applicable Tribal council) for each county/reservation
on which any portion of the C-BED Project will be located. Exhibit H includes a copy of
such resolution.
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requested by Seller or the Facility Lender in connection with the financing of the Facility;
provided, however, that in responding to any such request, NSP shall have no
obligation to provide any consent, or enter into any agreement, that materially adversely
affects any of NSP’s rights, benefits, risks or obligations under this PPA. Seller shall
reimburse, or shall cause the Facility Lender to reimburse, NSP for the incremental
direct expenses (including the reasonable fees and expenses of counsel) incurred by
NSP in the preparation, negotiation, execution or delivery of any documents requested
by Seller or the Facility Lender, and provided by NSP, pursuant to this Section 19.2.

19.3 Chanqe of Control.

(A) As a condition of approval for any contemplated change of control,
Seller shall provide reasonable assurances that after such change of control Seller or its
permitted assigns will maintain C-BED Eligibility and Seller shall reaffirm all
representations and warranties set forth in Section 15.1 as true and correct as of
completion of such change of control.

(B) Any direct or indirect change of control of (i) Seller or (ii) any
Affiliate of Seller that is a direct or indirect parent entity of Seller (except for an Ultimate
Parent Entity as defined under Section 7A of the Clayton Act, 15 U.S.C. 18a, aka the
Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improvements Act of 1976), whether voluntary or by
operation of law (a "Change of Control"), shall require the prior written consent of NSP,
which shall not be unreasonably withheld; provided, however, that notwithstanding any
other remedy, in no circumstance does NSP have the obligation to consent to any
Change of Control prior to the issuance and expiration of the PFT Notice. Any change
in ownership of Seller or of the Facility (whether by assignment of this PPA or
otherwise) shall not be undertaken unless and until Seller provides commercially
reasonable assurances that (i) after such Change of Control, Seller will maintain C-BED
Eligibility and (ii) Seller reaffirms all representations and warranties set forth in
Section 15.1 as true and correct as of completion of such Change of Control.
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary, a Change of Control shall not include:(i) a
change of control of the ultimate parent entity of Seller: (ii) the principle financing
obtained by Seller or its Affiliates on or prior to the Commercial Operation Date
sufficient to enable construction and operation of the Facility; and (iii) any "flip" of
economic and voting rights triggered in Seller’s organization documents arising from the
tax credit financing of the Facility.

(C) Seller’s direct and indirect parents (including Seller’s Ultimate
Parent Entity) as of the date of this PPA are set forth on Exhibit F hereto.

(D) Pending Facility Transaction.

1.    For purposes of this PPA, a "Pending Facility Transaction"
("PFT") means (i) any Change of Control of Seller, (ii) the issuance by Seller or any of
its Affiliates of a request for proposals or the response by Seller or any of its Affiliates to
a request for proposal) or similar process (e.g., auction) for the purchase or sale of the
Facility or any groups of assets or equity interests that includes the Facility, (iii) the
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commencement by Seller or any of its Affiliates of substantive negotiations with any
third party with respect to the sale of the Facility or any groups of assets or equity
interests that includes the Facility, or (iv) the execution by Seller or any of its Affiliates of
any letter of intent, memorandum of understanding or similar document, whether or not
legally binding, that contemplates the sale of the Facility or any groups of assets or
equity interests that includes the Facility. A "Pending Facility Transaction" does not
include (i) a Change of Control involving the Ultimate Parent Entity of Seller; (ii) any
refinance or other change in the debt or equity structure of Seller or any of its Affiliates;
(iii) the financing obtained on or prior to the Commercial Operation Date to construct
and develop the Facility; or (iv) any "flip" of economic and voting rights triggered in
Seller’s organization documents arising from the tax credit financing of the Facility.

2.    Seller shall give to NSP at least thirty (30) Days’ prior written
notice of any Pending Facility Transaction (a "PFT Notice"). Any PFT Notice shall
include a fair summary of Seller’s plans with respect to the Facility in connection with
the proposed Pending Facility Transaction, to the extent then known by Seller. Seller
shall have no obligation to sell nor shall NSP have any obligation to purchase the
Facility, following any PFT Notice. Upon expiration of the PFT Notice, Seller and its
Affiliates shall be free for a period of nine (9) months thereafter to proceed with the
transaction that was subject to the PFT Notice. If Seller and its Affiliates have not
closed the proposed Pending Facility Transaction within such nine (9) month period, this
Section 19.3(C) shall again apply to any proposed Pending Facility Transaction.

3.    NSP shall not be obligated to provide Seller with any
consent or other document in connection with this PPA until Seller has provided the
PFT Notice required by this Section 19.3(C).

19.4 Notice of Facility Lender Action. Within ten (10) Days following Seller’s
receipt of each written notice from the Facility Lender of default, or Facility Lender’s
intent to exercise any remedies, under the Financing Documents, Seller shall deliver a
copy of such notice to NSP.

19.5 Transfer Without Consent is Null and Void. Any sale, transfer or
assignment of any interest in the Facility or in this PPA made without fulfilling the
requirements of this PPA shall be null and void and shall constitute an Event of Default
pursuant to Article 12.

19.6 Subcontractinq. Seller may subcontract its duties or obligations under this
PPA without the prior written consent of NSP; provided, however, that no such
subcontract shall relieve Seller of any of its duties or obligations hereunder.

Article 20 - Miscellaneous

20.1 Waiver. Subject to the provisions of Section 13.10(B), the failure of either
Party to enforce or insist upon compliance with or strict performance of any of the terms
or conditions of this PPA, or to take advantage of any of its rights hereunder, shall not
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C-BED Power Purchase Agreement

EXHIBIT F
Seller’s Direct and Indirect Parent Organizations

National Wind, LLC is the sole manager of Seller,
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C-BED Power Purchase Agreement

EXHIBIT H

C-BED ELIGIBILITY DOCUMENTATION
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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
GOODHUE COUNTY, MINNESOTA

December 4, 2008

Moved by C/Bryant, seconded by C/Allen, and carried to approve the following resolution
acknowledging Community-Based Energy Development (C-BED) status for the Goodhue wind LLC
Wind Energy Project (Goodhue Wind):

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the State of Minnesota to foster Community-Based Energy
Development (C-BED) projects; and
WI-I~REAS, the state C-BED statute calls for County Board approval of C-BED projects - Minn.
Star. § 216B.1612, subd.2 (f) (3); and
WHEREAS, the development of.small scale wind projects in Goodhue County provides
economic opportunity for residents of the County; and ~
WHEREAS, the Goodhue Wind Energy Project is proposed for development in Goodhue and Belle
Creek Townships will be owned by a Minnesota limited liability company organized by Minnesota
Residents; and
WHEREAS. the developers understand and accept responsibility for securing all necessary
permits for development of wind turbines and towers; and
WI-IEREAS, this project calls for the development of up to 78 megawatts of wind energy to be
produced by approximately 39 2.0 MW turbines; and
WHEREAS, the projects are structured to ensure that a majority of the finimcial benefit of the
project accrues to the local owners of the project.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Goodhue County Board of Commissioners
hereby indicates its support for the development of the Goodhue Wind Energy Project as a C-BED
project, subject to the authority of said County Board to grant or deny any applications for permits or
licenses for said project as may be provided by state statute or local ordinances, roles or regulations.

Bryant
Allen
Seifert
Rechtzigel
Samuelson

State of Minnesota
County of Goodhue

Yes X No__
Yes X No__
Yes _X~ No__
Yes _X___ No__
Yes _X~ No__

I, Scott O. Ameson, duly appointed, County Administrator of the County of
Goodhue, State of Minnesota, do hereby certify that I have compared the foregoing
copy of a resolution with the original minutes of the proceedings of the Board of
County Commissioners, Goodhue County, Minnesota at their session held on the 4th

day of December, 2008, now on file in my office, and have found the same to be a
tree and correct copy thereof.

Witness my hand and official seal at Red Wing, Minnesota, this 4~ day of
December, 2008.         ~.~J ~

Scott O. Ameson
County Administrator
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Exhibit H 

 

Goodhue Wind Project Flyer, Goodhue Wind, LLC, “Managed by National Wind” 

Exhibit 14 in Contested Case, PUC Siting Docket, 08-1233
eFiled 20113-60662-08 
 
 





Exhibit I 

 

Ventem Energy, LLC – Secretary of State file for 3892795-2 

Administrative Termination August 3, 2012 

 



Home (/) Search (/Business/Search) Filings (/Business/Filings)

Business Type
Limited Liability Company (Domestic)

MN Statute
322B

File Number
3892795-2

Home Jurisdiction
Minnesota

Filing Date
06/28/2010

Status
Inactive

Renewal Due Date:
12/31/2011

Registered Office Address
454 W 4th Str
Red Wing MN 55066
USA

Registered Agent(s)
Richard D Gorman

Search » Business Filings

Business Record Details »

   

Minnesota Business Name

Ventem Energy, LLC

Filing History

06/28/2010 Original Filing - Limited Liability Company (Domestic)

8/3/2012 Administrative Termination - Limited Liability Company (Domestic)

« Back to Search Results

File Amendment or Renewal (/Business/Amendments?filingGuid=e98f7618-96d4-
e011-a886-001ec94ffe7f)

Order Copies

Filing History

Business Filing Details http://mblsportal.sos.state.mn.us/Business/SearchDetails?filingGuid=e98...
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Goodhue County wind-project developer acquired by Indian company 
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Goodhue County wind-project developer acquired by Indian company
Sep 20, 2012, 10:01 am

By Brett Boese
The Post-Bulletin, Rochester MN

ZUMBROTA — National Wind, the longtime AWA Goodhue project developer, was acquired in December by Trishe Wind
Energy, an international company based in India, but it appears the move was never officially communicated to the Minnesota
Public Utilities Commission.

The $180 million project has been seeking permits for three years.

The PUC is investigating the changes, as well as other possible discrepancies in filings with the state-permitting entity.

There are four ways a project can lose its site permit, which was approved in June 2011, but a PUC spokesman says applying
those standards can't be done yet because the facts "are still being established."

The AWA Goodhue wind project proposed near Zumbrota has a 32,000-acre footprint. Whereas a typical wind project is
approved in six to 12 months, the 48-turbine project has been seeking state approval since 2008.

While PUC staff began its investigation this week after receiving a series of calls and emails from Goodhue County residents, a
spokesperson for the T. Boone Pickens-owned Mesa Power Group in Dallas confirmed the details Wednesday for the
Post-Bulletin.

National Wind CEO Peter Mastic was let go by Trishe in July in what appears to have been part of mass layoffs. Messages left
at National Wind were not returned this week, and Mastic and other National Wind employees have declined media requests
for about a year.

However, Mastic made a routine electronic filing Monday to the PUC saying no complaints were received for the AWA
Goodhue project in August. He signed the paperwork that includes an American Wind Alliance — a Pickens subsidiary —
letterhead and included a contact number to Mesa Power in Texas.

Mesa Power's secretary wasn't familiar with anyone by Mastic's name.

Nancy Nolley, a Mesa Power spokesperson, confirmed the acquisition of National Wind by Trishe as well as Mastic's job status
but couldn't explain Monday's PUC paperwork.

"I don't have that information," Nolley said. "I think the key is that Mesa Power Group and (Trishe) will continue developing
the AWA Goodhue wind project. That's all I'm able to comment on at this point."

Power-purchasing program
If the state decides these oddities aren't enough to pull the project's permit, it could still result in increased calls for review of
the Community-Based Energy Development designation, a 2007 state program that requires energy companies, such as Xcel, to
purchase the created electricity at increased rates to encourage local partnerships. AWA Goodhue was approved for the
program by the PUC in early 2010, about 14 months after the Goodhue County Board unanimously offered its resolution of
support.

Project critics, including some members of the state Legislature, have already been urging the state to conduct a review of AWA
Goodhue's 2010 designation based on earlier changes in the development. With the urging of townships, Goodhue County
recently began looking into legal ramifications of rescinding its 2008 resolution of support.

Rep. Tim Kelly, R-Red Wing, Rep. Steve Drazkowski, R-Mazeppa, and Sen. John Howe, R-Red Wing, have unsuccessfully tried
to clarify the C-BED statute in previous legislative sessions. Kelly says the latest developments make it a more urgent issue for
2013.

http://postbulletin.com/news/stories/print.php?id=1508970
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"We were never trying to shut down wind," said Rep. Tim Kelly, R-Red Wing. "We were just trying to maintain the integrity of
the C-BED statute. Now we're talking about taking it from Minnesota to Texas and from Texas to out of the country. It's
bordering on the ridiculous now.

"We have to call for the Legislature to act. Now it's far over-reaching what the intent was."
 

Post-Bulletin Company, L.L.C.
www.postbulletin.com

http://postbulletin.com/news/stories/print.php?id=1508970
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Trishe Wind Energy of India Acquire American National WInd 
 

Rochester Post Bulletin, Sep 30, 2012 

 

 



      

    

 

Trishe Wind Energy of India Acquire American National Wind - Power I... http://www.pimagazine-asia.com/news/wind-power/trishe-wind-energy-o...
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T. Boone Pickens departs state wind project 

 
Star Tribune, October 12, 2012 

 

 



T. Boone Pickens

Brendan Hoffman, Getty/afp - Getty Images For T.

T. Boone Pickens departs state wind
project

Article by: DAVID SHAFFER

Star Tribune

October 12, 2012 - 9:22 PM

Texas billionaire T. Boone Pickens has sold his stake in a

controversial wind farm proposed in Goodhue County, Minn., but

its new owner says the project is going ahead.

Dallas-based American Wind Alliance, founded by Pickens in

2009, said Friday that it has sold 100 percent of the company

behind the Minnesota project, whose name has been changed to

New Era Wind Farm LLC. The financial terms were not disclosed.

The proposed 50-turbine wind farm, once estimated to cost $180 million, would be located west of the city of Goodhue, about

60 miles southeast of the Twin Cities. Citizens have fought the project because of concerns about potential noise and

unpleasant shadows from spinning blades and about threats to protected eagles and bats that might hit the blades.

Peter Mastic, who formerly headed a Minneapolis wind development firm that worked on the project, said in an interview

Friday that he is the sole employee and owner of New Era Wind Farm.

Mastic said he intends to pursue the project with the help of a local advisory board and, eventually, local investors. The

advisory board of local farmers decided on the new company name, he added.

"They wanted something that signified a re-engagement with the community and a new beginning," said Mastic, who

indicated that the board members' names will be disclosed later.

Although the project has a site permit from the state Public Utilities Commission, its avian and bat protection plan is pending.

Mastic said the company will submit a revised plan and will seek a federal permit for the "incidental take" or killing of

protected species.

Pickens' company, Mesa Power, said it believes the Goodhue project will be built. "For strategic reasons, Mesa Power is

redeploying its wind development efforts," the company said in a statement.

Mastic said he will go ahead with the project even if the federal production tax credit for wind farms is allowed to expire on

Dec. 31. The fate of many wind energy projects hinges on whether the subsidy is extended by Congress, which won't

consider the matter before the elections.

Xcel Energy, based in Minneapolis, would buy electricity from the wind farm as part of a commitment under a state law to

purchase energy from community-based producers.

Until July, Mastic was the CEO of Minneapolis-based National Wind, which launched the Goodhue project, but ended its role

as developer in August. National Wind recently was acquired by Trishe Wind Energy Inc., a wind development group based

in India.

Pickens, a Texas oil and gas entrepreneur, was recently listed by Forbes magazine as the 360th richest American, with a net

worth of $1.2 billion.

David Shaffer •673-7090

© 2011 Star Tribune

StarTribune - Print Page http://www.startribune.com/printarticle/?id=173977681
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Exhibit M 

 
Goodhue wind project sees shake-up 

 
September 21, 2012 

 

 



Goodhue wind project sees shake-up 

Posted: 4:04 pm Fri, September 21, 2012  
By Drew Kerr 

  
Tags: American Wind Alliance, Avian and Bat Protection Plan, AWA Goodhue LLC, Belle Creek, Community Based 
Energy Development, Dan Wolf, Goodhue County, Joe Jennings, Mesa Power Group, Minneola, Minnesota Public 
Utilities Commission, Nancy Nolley, National Wind, Peter Mastic, Ron Allen, T. Boone Pickens, Trishe Group,Windustry 

A Minneapolis-based development firm that has spent years working on a controversial plan to build a 78-megawatt wind farm in 
Goodhue County has apparently been taken out of the picture. 
 
Nancy Nolley, a spokeswoman for Dallas, Texas-based Mesa Power Group, said on Friday that a development agreement 
between National Wind and a Mesa subsidiary, American Wind Alliance, was terminated in August. 
 
National Wind has worked with the American Wind Alliance since 2008 to build a 50-turbine, $180 million wind farm spanning 
32,000 acres in the Belle Creek and Minneola townships in southeastern Minnesota. 
 
Nolley said the American Wind Alliance, backed by well-known entrepreneur T. Boone Pickens, would now develop the Goodhue 
project on its own. 
 
The shift came as a surprise to the Minnesota Public Utilities Commission, which on Thursday sent a letter to the American Wind 
Alliance asking why a Sept. 17 filing no longer made reference to National Wind. 
 
The filing, a scheduled complaint report, was submitted on American Wind Alliance letter head, a break from previous filings 
which referred to AWA Goodhue LLC as a National Wind project. 
 
The Sept. 17 letter was signed by Peter Mastic, who was named National Wind’s president and chief development officer in 
September 2010, and became the company’ s chief executive in January 2011. 
 
Nolley said Mastic no longer worked for National Wind, but also did not work for the American Wind Alliance. Mastic signed the 
letter “on behalf of AWA Goodhue, LLC,” which Nolley said was accurate. 
 
Dan Wolf, a spokesman for the PUC, said Friday that it wouldn’t be clear if the change in development teams would have any 
material impact on previous or pending approvals until the agency received additional information. 
What’s next for National Wind is now unclear. 
 
Nolley said the company had been acquired by the Trishe Group, a renewable energy firm based in India, in December 2011. 
The Trishe Group website describes the company as “one of the top five wind farm developers in the world in terms of capacity 
developed or under development.” 
 
An email to Trishe went unanswered Friday, and Joe Jennings, a spokesman for National Wind, would not comment when asked 
whether the company had been acquired. A sign on National Wind’s Second Avenue offices described it as a Trishe Group 
company, however. 
 
“I’m not at liberty to discuss anything until we have a statement to make,” Jennings said Friday. Jennings said National Wind was 
preparing a statement that would be released next week. 
 
Whoever is in charge, several barriers are still standing in the way of the long fought-over project. 
 
The PUC has yet to sign off on an Avian and Bat Protection Plan and officials in Belle Creek and Minneola haven’t agreed on 
road permits the company needs to begin construction. 
 
Goodhue County Commissioner Ron Allen said the county may also consider rescinding a resolution supporting the project’s 
inclusion in the state’s Community Based Energy Development program. 
 
CBED projects are supposed to receive special benefits to encourage local ownership, though their benefits have been limited by 
recent changes in state legislation. 
 
There is also the question of funding and the possible expiration of the wind production tax credit, which will disappear at the end 
of this year unless Congress votes to continue it. 
 
Lisa Daniels, the executive director of St. Paul-based Windustry, an advocacy group, said the loss of the tax credit could make it 
a financial impossibility. 
“If the PTC isn’t renewed, that could be a show-stopper for this project,” she said. 
 

http://finance-commerce.com/tag/american-wind-alliance/
http://finance-commerce.com/tag/avian-and-bat-protection-plan/
http://finance-commerce.com/tag/awa-goodhue-llc/
http://finance-commerce.com/tag/belle-creek/
http://finance-commerce.com/tag/community-based-energy-development/
http://finance-commerce.com/tag/community-based-energy-development/
http://finance-commerce.com/tag/dan-wolf/
http://finance-commerce.com/tag/goodhue-county/
http://finance-commerce.com/tag/joe-jennings/
http://finance-commerce.com/tag/mesa-power-group/
http://finance-commerce.com/tag/minneola/
http://finance-commerce.com/tag/minnesota-public-utilities-commission/
http://finance-commerce.com/tag/minnesota-public-utilities-commission/
http://finance-commerce.com/tag/nancy-nolley/
http://finance-commerce.com/tag/national-wind/
http://finance-commerce.com/tag/peter-mastic/
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Exhibit N 

New Era Press Release, October 12, 2012 



P.O. Box 307 | Goodhue, Minnesota 55027 | 507-226-4800 
 

 

For Immediate Release 
 

October 12, 2012 
Goodhue MN 

 
Contact: New Era Wind Farm, LLC 

(507) 226-4800 
 

New Era Wind Farm, LLC is pleased to announce its recent name change. Following the acquisition 
of 100% of the membership interests in AWA Goodhue, LLC from American Wind Alliance, LLC of 
Dallas TX, the local community advisory board selected the name New Era Wind Farm, LLC to 
reflect its commitment to developing this 78 MW wind energy project as a community-based 
project. 
 
New Era has formed an advisory board composed of active participants in the Project that are long-
time residents of Goodhue County. Many of the advisory board members are life-long residents of 
Goodhue County whose families have been engaged in farming in Goodhue County for several 
generations. 
 
New Era plans to develop this project with significant local input and direction from its advisory 
board. 
 
The approximate $150 million project is planned to utilize 48 wind turbines over a project area of 
about 15,000 acres in rural Goodhue County.  
 
More information will be forthcoming as the development of the project through the advisory board 
continues. 
 

#  #  # 
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